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Mr. B. also presented the petition of the late and 
nt officers of the land office at Jeffersonville, 
adiana, asking to be allowed commissions on en- 
tries of military bounty land warrants; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CORWIN presented the memorial of L. 
Mason, Israel Garrard, and other citizens of Co- 
jumbus, Ohio, asking an extension of the admi- 
rality and maritime jurisdiction of the district 
courts of the United States to all the navigable 
rvers of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. , 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assem ly of the Territory of Minnesota, 
asking an appropriation for the improvement of 
the Mississippi river above the Falls of St. Antho- 
ny; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 

erce. 

mM. C. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Minnesota Territory, asking 
that the Legislature may be empowered to sell, 


lease, or otherwise dispose of the lands granted | 
which was | 


for the use of schools in that Territor 
referred to the Committee on the Pu 


bi 


c Lands. 


Mr. C. further presented a resolution of the | 


Legislature of the State of Ohio, in favor of the 
enactment of a law reducing the price of the public 


lands in the vicinity of the Wabash and Erie and | 
Miami Extension canals; which was referred to 


the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. presented a resolution passed by the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, instructing the Senators and re- 
questing the Representatives of the State in Con- 
gress to inquire into the expediency of enacting a 


law setting apart a portion of the newly-acquired | 


territory for the benefit of such free persons of 

color as may become settlers thereon; which was 

referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. C. further presented a resolution passed by 
the Legislature of Ohio, in favor of a modification 
of the-law regulating postage on papers; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial of merchants, 
factors, brokers, insurers, and other citizens of 
Ohio, praying that the admiralty and maritime 
jurisdiction of the District Courts of the United 
States may be extended over all the navigable wa- 
ters of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. COOPER presented a memorial of mer- 
chants and otker citizens of Pennsylvania, asking 
the construction of a harbor at Reedy Island, 
onthe Delaware river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. C.. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Philadelphia, Penn., asking that the spirit ration 
in the navy may be abolished; which was referred 
= Committee on Naval Affairs. 

r. C. also ented the memorial of the ex- 
ecutors of Robert Smith, deceased, asking indem- 
nity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DOWNS nted a petition of inhabitants 
of the parish of Terrebonne, Louisiana, asking 
that certain sales of lands covered by the 16th sec- 
tion may be confirmed, and other lands granted for 
the use of schools in lieu thereof; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. King presented the petition of W. R. 
Hallett, executor of Joshua Kennedy, asking com- 
pemaetion for the destruction of his property b 

ostile Indians in the Creek war of 1812; whi 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of Charles 
Brannan, John McCully, and the administrator of 

rancis McCully, asking compensation for a steam- 

t wrecked while employed by the Government 
&$ a transport in the Florida war; which was re- 

| ferred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the memorial 
ofthe Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Minnesota, asking the improvement of certain 
roads in that Territory; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 

¢ Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, 
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asking the establishment of a mail route from | 
Prairie du Chien to Stillwater and St. Paul, in that | 
Territory; which was referred to the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of the Legis- | 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, 
asking the construction of a military road from | 
Fort Saelling to the mouth of the Sioux river; | 
which was referred to the Committee on cenonuee 
and Canals. 

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the same ‘Territory, asking an 
appropriation for purchasing the Sioux lands west 
of the Missouri river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, a memorial from the General Assembly of 
the Territory of Minnesota, asking the improve- 
ment of the Mississippi river above the Falls of | 
St. Anthony; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Also, a memorial of the same body, asking that 
the Legislature may be empowered to sell or other- 
wise dispose of the lands granted for the use of 
schools in that Territory; whieh was referred to | 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BADGER presented the petition of John 
Mitchell, a naval pensioner, asking an increase of | 
his pension; which was referred to the Committee | 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the | 
legal heirs of Robert Courtney, and the memorial | 
of the widow and heirs of John Unikhuyson, ask- 
ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || 


a resolution passed by the Legislative Assembly 


of Minnesota in favor of the removal of the Chip- || 


wa Indians from the lands ceded by them to the 

nited States in that Territory; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the following memorials of the Legislative 
Assembly of the State of Wisconsin: 

A memorial asking the establishment of a mail | 
route from Prairie du Crosse to Madison, in that | 
State; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

A memorial asking the establishment of a mail 
route from the Falls of St. Croix to La Point, on | 
Lake Superior; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

A memorial asking the establishment of a marine 
hospital on Rock Island, in the Mississippi river; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

A memorial asking the establishment of a mail | 
route from Wankesha to Cedarburg, in that State; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


| 


A memorial asking a grant of land to aid in the | 





construction of a railroad from the Falls of St. 
Croix to Lake Superior; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Public Lands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented the | 
memorial of a National Railroad Convention, as- 
sembled at St. Louis, Missouri, in October, 1849, 
asking the adoption of measures for constructing a 
national railroad and electric telegraph, and estab- 
lishing a line of military posts across the central 
portion of the United States from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, it was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the memorial of the! 
heirs and legal representatives of F. W. Geyer, | 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to | 
the year 1800; which was ordered to lie on the 


table. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of 
Thos. Johnson and John B. Johnson, asking the 
reimbursement of expeases incurred in defending 
a defective title to certain lands derived from the 
Government; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

Mr. BERRIEN ted the memorial of the 
widow and heirs of Abraham Lasportas, asking 
indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of the 
| Legislature of the State of Missouri in favor of 
the construction of a central national railroad from 
| the Pacific to the Mississippi; which was laid on 
| the table and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. A. also presented the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri in favor 
| of a grant of land to the teamsters who served in 
| the Mexican war; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be 
vrinted. 
Mr. A. also presented the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a 


'| donation of land for the improvement of the navi- 


tion of White river; which was referred to the 


a 
| Committee on Public Lands and ordered to be 
|| printed. 


Mr. A.also presented a memorial from the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, in relation 
to the preémption law; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking an ap- 
propriation of two hundred thousand dollars, to 
be expended in reclaiming the New Madrid lands, 
by making a suitable levee; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the General 
Assembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of 
| granting lands, in quantities of not less than forty 


|| acres, to every person who is the head of a family 


not owning other land; which was referred to the 
Commitiee on Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a 





|| donation of land for the improvement of Current 
|| river; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands, and ordered to be printed, 


| Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the General 
| Assembl 


} 


y of the State of Missouri, respecting 
school lands, and for other purposes; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a 
pension for the soldiers in the militia service in the 
war of 1812; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Missouri, in favor of 
granting the right of way through the public 
lands of the United States to the Missouri and 
Mississippi Railroad Company and donating alter- 
nate sections to aid in constructing said road; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. A. also presented the memorial of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of said State, asking an extension 
| of the southwestern boundary of Missouri, and 
| the extinguishment of the Indian title to certain 

lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


MISSOURI RESOLUTIONS ON SLAVERY. 


Mr. ATCHISON presented resolutions passed 
by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, 
on the subject of slavery, and he asked that they 
be read and printed. They are as follows: 


Resolved, by the General Assembly of the State of Missourt, 
| Ist. That the Federal Constitution was the result of a com- 
promise between the meas interests of the States 
which formed it, and in no part of that instrument ie to be 
found any delegation of power to Congress to legiviate on 
the subject of slavery, excepting some special provisions 

| having in view the prospective abolition of the African slave 
wade, and for the recovery of fugitive slaves. Any attempt, 
therefore, on the part of Congress, to legislate subject 
#0 as to affect the institution of slavery in the States, im the 
District of Columbia, or in the Territories, is, to say the 
least, a violation of the principle upon which that instru- 
ment was founded. — 

24. That the Territories acquired by the blood and treas- 
ure of the whole nation ought to be governed for the com- 
mon benefit of the citizens of all the States; and any or- 
ganization of the territorial governments exclading the 
citizens of any part of the Union from removing to such 


Territoriee with their property would be ar exercive of 
power by Congress inconsistent with the epirit uprn which 
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our federal compact was based, insulting to the sovereignty 
and dignity of the-States thus affected, calculated to alien- 
ate one portion of the Union from another, and tending 
ultimately to disunion. 

3d. That this General Assembly regard the conduct of the 
northern States on the subject of slavery as releasing the 
slaveholding States from all turther adherence to the basis 
ofcompromise fixed on by the act of Congress of the 6th 
of March, 1820, even if such act ever did impose any obliga- 
tion upon the slavebolding States, and authorizes them to 
insist on their rights under the Constitution; but, for the 
sake of harmony, and for the preservation of our Federal 


Union, they will etll sanction the application of the prin- | 


ciple of the Missouri compromise to the recent territorial 
acquisitions, if by such concession future aggression npon 


the equal rights of the States may be arrested, and the 


spirit of anti-slavery fanaticism be extinguished. 


4th. The right to prohibit slavery in any Territory belongs 


exclusively to the people thereof, and can only be exercised 
by them in forming their constitution for a State govern- 


ment, Or in their sovereign capacity as an independent | 


Btate. 


5th. That in the event of the passage of any act conflict- | 


ing with the principles herein expressed, Missouri will be 
found in hearty codperation with the slaveholding States in 
such measures as inay be deemed necessary for our mutual 
protection against the encroachments of northern funati- 
cism. 

6th. That our Senatora in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives be requested, to act in conformity with the 
foregoing resolutions. 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, (the Senate con 
curring therein,) That the Secretary of State be required to 
tran=mit a copy of the resolutions passed at this session of 
the General Assembly on the subject of slavery tothe Exec- 
utive of each of the States of the Union, with the request 
that the same be laid before each of their respective Legis- 
latures, and also a copy to each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. [Approved March 10th, 1849. 


The resolutions having been read by the Secre- 
tary— 
Mr. BENTON. This is the proper time for 
me to say, what I believe to be the fact, that these 
resolutions do not represent the sentiments of the 
people of Missouri. They are a law-abiding and 


a Union-loving people, and have no idea of enter- | 


ing into combinations to resist or intimidate the 
legislation of Congress. The General Assembly 
has mistaken the sentiment of the State in adopt- 
ing these resolutions; and many members who 
voted for them, and the Governor who signed 
them, have since disavowed and repudiated them. 

I do not discuss these resolutions at this time. 
That discussion is no part of my present object 
I speak’of the pledge which they contain, and call 
it a mistake; and say, that whatever may be the 


wishes or the opinions of the people of Missouri | 


on the subject of the extension or non-extension 
of slavery to the Territories, they have no idea of 
resisting any act of Congress on the subject. 
They abide the law, when it comes, be it what it 
may, subject to the decision of the bailot-box and 
the judiciary. 

I concur with the people of Missouri in this 
view of their duty, and believe it to be the only 
course consistent with the terms and intention of 
our Constitution, and the only one which can save 


this Union from the fate of all the confederacies | 
which have successively appeared and disappeared | 


in the history of nations. Anarchy among the 
members, and not tyranny in the head, has been 
the rock on which all such confederacies have split. 
The authors of our present form of government 
knew the danger of this rock, and they endeav- 
ored to provide against it. They formed a Union 
—nota league—a Federal Legislature to act upon 
persons, not upon States; and they provided peace- 
ful remedies for all the questions which could arise 


between the people and the Government. They | 


rovided a Federal judiciary to execute the Federal 
aws when found to be constitutional, and popular 
elections to repeal them when found to be bad. 
They formed a government in which the law and 
the popular will, and not the sword, was to decide 

uestions; and they looked upon the first resort to 
the sword for the decision of such questions as the 
death of the Union. 

The old Confederation wae a league, with a le- 
gislature acting upon sovereignties, without power 
to enforce its decrees, and without union except at 
the will of the parties. It was powerless for gov- 
ernment, and a rope of sand for union. It was to 
escape from that helpless and tottering govern- 
ment that the present Constitution was formed; 


and no less than ten numbers of the Federalist— | 


from the tenth to the twentieth—were devoted to 
the defects of the old system, and the necessity of 
the new one. I will read some extracts from these 
numbers, the joint product of Hamilton and Mad- 
ison, to show the difference between the league 
which we abandoned and the Union which we 


formed—the dangers of the former and the bene- 
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fits of the latter—that it may be seen that the res- 


|| olutions of the General Assembly of Missouri, if | 
carried out to their conclusions, carry back this || 


| is no process of a court by which their obzervance of the 


| the sword is once drawn between the members of 


| dissolution of the Union.” 


| —they speak in these terms: ° 


| 


they consist. Though this principle dves not run through 
} 
| 
| 


| , 
| tainly not deserve the name of government, nor would any | 
| 
| 
| 





| Union to the league of the Confederation—make it 
a rope of sand, and the sword the arbiter between 
the federal head and its members. 
Mr. B. then read as follows: 
<The great and radical yice, in the structure of the exist- 
ing"tonfederation, isin the principle of legislation for States 


or Governments, in their corporate or collective capacities, 
and as contradistinguished from the individuals of which 


all the powers delegated to the Union, yet it pervades ond 
governs tho-e on which the efficacy of the rest depenis. 
The consequence of this is, that, though in theory constitu- 
tionally binding on tse members of the Un‘on, yet in prae- 
tice they ar» mere recommendatio s, which the States ob- 
serve or disregard at their option. Government implies the 
power of mikiig laws. It is essential to he idea of a law 
that it be attended with a sanction, or, in other words, a 
penal y or punishment for disobedience. This penalty, 
whatever it may be, can only be inflicted in two ways—by 
the agency of the courts and ministers of justice, or by mili- | 
tary force; by the coercion of the magi-tracy, or by the co- 
ercion of arins. The first kind can evidently apply only to | 
man; the last kind muat of necessity be emp oved against 
bodies p »litic, ur communities, or States. It is evident there 


laws can, in the last resort, be e forced. Sentences may | 
be d- nounced azainst them for violations of th-ir duty; but 
these sentences can only be carried into execution by the | 
swo'd. tnan association where the general authority is 


| 


| Misso ri in adopting these resolutions; 








confined to the collective nodies of the communities that 
comp se i', every breach of the lavs must involve a state of | 
war, and military execution must become the only instru | 


ment of civil obedience. Such a state of things can cer- | 


prudent man choose to commit his happiness to it.” 
Of the certain destruction of the Union when 


a Union and their head, they speak thus: 

“When the sword is once drawn, the passions of men 
observe no bounds of moderation. The suggestions of 
wounded pr de, the instigations of irritated resentment, 
woul be apt to carry the States, agaist which the arms of 
the Union were exerted, to any extremes necessary to | 
avenge the affront, or to avoid the disgrace of submission. | 
The first war of this kind would probably termiuate ina | 


Of the advantage and facility of the working of 
the Federal system, and its peaceful, efficient, and 
harmonious operation—if the Federal laws are 
made to operate upon citizens, and not upon States 





“But if the execution of the laws of the National Gov- 
ernment sbould not require the intervention of the State 
Legislatures; if they were to pass into immediate operation 
upon the citizens themselves, the particular governments 


| 
| could not interrupt their progress without an open and vio- 


lent exertion of unconstitutional power. They would be 
obliged to act, and in such manner as would leave no doubt 


| that they had encroached on the national rights. An ex- 
| periment of this nature would always be hazardous in the 


' 


| 





tace of a constitution in any degree competent to its own 
defence, and of a people enlightered enough to distinguish 
between a legal exercise and an illegal usurpation of author- 
ity. The success of it would require not merely a factious 
majority in the Legislature, but the concurrence of the 


judges were not embarked in a conspiracy with the Legisla- 
ture, they would pronounce the resolutions of such a ma- 
jority to be contrary to the supreme law of the land, uncon- 
| stitutional and void. Ifthe people were not tainted with 
the spirit of their State representatives, they, as the natural 


| 
t 
1 
| courts of justice, and of the body of the people. If the 
| 


guardians of :he Constitution, would throw their weight into 


| the national scale, and give it a decided preponderance in 
| the contest.” 
} 


Of the ruinous effects of these civil wars anong 
| the members of a Republican Confederacy, and 
| their disastrous influence upon the cause of civil 
| liberty itselfthroughout the world, they thus speak: 


‘It is impossible to read the history of the petty republics 
| Of Greece and Italy, without feeling sensations of disgust 
| and horror atthe distractions with which they were continu- 


|| ally agitated, and at the rapid succession of revolutions by 


|| which they were kept continually vibrating between the ex- 


| tremes of tyranny and anarchy. From the disorders which 
| disfigure the annals of those republics, the advocates of des- 
| postism have drawn arguments, not only against the forms 
| of republican governinent, but against the very principles of 
civil liberty. ‘Chey have deeried all free government as in- 
| consistent with the order of society, and have indulged 
| themselves in malicious exultation over its friends and par- 
| tisans,”? 
| And again they say: 
| “Tt must carry its agency to the persons of the citizens. I; 
must stand in need of no intermediate legislation ; but must 
itseif be empowered to employ the arm of the ordinary ma- 
| gistrate to execute its own resolutions, The majesty of the 


| national authority must be manifested through the medium 
| of the courts of justice.” 


After reading these extracts, Mr. B. said: It 
| was to get rid of the evils of the old Confederation 
| that the present Union was formed; and, having 
| formed it, they who formed it undertook to make 
it perpetual, and for that purpose had recourse to 
all the sanctions held sacred among men—com- 
mands, prohibitions, oaths. The States were forbid 
to form compacts or agreements with each other; 





| 
| 
} 





_ contradict all this, and the General Assemb| 


the sentiments of the people of Missouri 





the constitution and the laws made in 
of it, were declared to be the supreme 
land; and all authorities, State and Fed 


lative, executive, and Se were to be s 
support it. The resolutions which have 


PUrsuance 
law of the 
eral, legis. 


Worn to 
been read 


. nv FE 
took their own powers as much as they Steen 


they adopted them. when 
his is all that I shall say at present. | mak 
no objection to the reception or printing of these 
resolutions. My only object, at present, isto make 
and save the two points: first, that the Genera) 
Assembly mistook the sentiments of the people of 
; , ONS; secondly 
that they mistook their own powers in doing go 
Mr. ATCHISON. As no objection has been 
taken to the printing of the resolutions, [ have byt 
one word to say; and that is merely to expreag an 


| Opinion that the people of the State of Missou;i 
_ when the time arrives, will prove to all mankind 


that every sentiment contained in these resolutions 
from first to last will be sustained by them. 

The question then being taken upon the motion 

to print, it was agreed to. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of H. L. Kendrick 

to eae from the files and referred to the Committee of 
ins. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Ordered, That the petition of John S. Devlin, adminis. 
trator of Elijah J. Weed, late Quartermaster in the Marines 
be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Commitwe 
of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John Mackall 
be taken from the files and referred to the Committee of 
Clains. 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 

Ordered, That the papers in relation to the claims of 
Joseph Watson be taken from the files and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BELL, 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Cherokee Nation, ask- 
ing the decision of the United States upon certain questions 
reterred to its arbitrament by the treaty of August, 1846, be 
= from the files aud referred to the Committee on {ndiay 

airs. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of General Roger 
Jones be withdrawn from the files and referred to the Cow- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of Captain 
Gilbert Knapp be withdrawn from the files and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the sev- 
eral acts establishing district courts of the United 
States in the State of Florida, and to provide for 
writs of error and appeal from said courts; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduee a bill to grant a certain 
quantity of land to the State of Iowa, for the pur- 
pose of aiding said State to construct a railroad 
from Dubuque to Keokuck; which was read a 
first and seeond time by its title, and referred to 
the Committe on Public Lands. 

Mr. ATCHISON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill entitled “ An 
act granting the right of way to the State of Mis- 
souri, and a portion of the public land for making 
a railroad from Hannibal to Saint Joseph;” which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to divide the 
district of Arkansas into two judicial districts; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill to increase the efficiency 
of the army by a retired list for disabled officers; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, in pursuance of 


notice, also asked and obtained leave to introduce 
a bill granting to the State of Mississippi the right 
of way and a donation of public land for the pur- 

of locating and constructing a railroad ftom 
end ofl to the eastern border of said State, in the 
direct line of Montgomery, Alabama; which wat 
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read @ first and second time, and referred to the } observed at the early period of every session, of || 
Committee on Public Lands. : __ || adjourning over from Thursday until Monday; and | 

Mr. DOUGLAS asked and obtained leave, in | unless the honorable Senator from Michigan de- 
ursuance of notice, to introduce a bill granting |) sires particularly to call up for consideration his 
ne right of way and a donation of public lands to | resolution respecting the suspension of diplomatic 
the State of [llinois, to aid in the construction of | intercourse with Austria, I shall move that when 
the Central Railroad; which was read a first and || the Senate adjourns, it stand adjourned to Monday 
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second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or some 
introduce bills with the following titles, to wit: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph P. Williams; 

A bill for the relief of Miles Knowlton; and 

A bill concerning donation claims to land in the 
State of Arkansas. 


Mr. FELCH gave notice that he would ask f 


leave, at an early day, to introduce a bill to reduce 
the minimum price of mineral lands in the Lake 
Superior district, in Michigan, and in the Chip- 
pewa district, in Wisconsin. 

Mr. YULEE gave notice that at an early day 
he would ask leave to introduce @ bill providing a 
retired list for the navy. 

Mr. BORLAND gave notice that he would ask 
Jeave to-morrow to introduce a bill to revive a por- 
tion of an act for the relief of widows of deceased 
soldiers. 

Mr. BADGER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to direct the payment 
to the State of North Carolina of the sum of 
$9,382 43, with interest thereon, for moneys ad- 


yanced and transportation furnished to the North | 


Carolina volunteers in the recent war with Mexico. 
Mr. KING, of Alabama, gave notice of his in- 
tention to bring in a bill granting to the State of 


Alabama a right of way and a donation of public | 
lands, to aid in the construction ef a railroad from | 


Selma, on the Alabama river, to Gunter’s Landing, 
on the Tennessee. 
Mr. MASON gave notice of his intention to ask 


leave to introduce a bill to provide for the more | 


effectual execution of the third clause of the second 
section fourth article of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. MASON said that the title of the bill did 
not disclose its purpose, but he would state that its 
object was to provide additional accommodation to 
the owners of slaves in securing them upon their 
capture in other States. It wasa bill reported at 
the last Congress by the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, and he desired to introduce it for the purpose 
of again referring it to that committee. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill te provide for the 
establishment of a branch mint of the United States 
in the city of New York. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred a joint resolution suspending 
for a limited tine the limitation upon the expense 
of collecting the revenue from customs, reported 
the same with amendments. 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 

Ordered, That the said resolution be the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which was referred the following resolution, to 
wit: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authorized to 

employ a clerk, and that he be allowed such rate of compen- 
sation as is usually allowed in such cases ; 
reported the same without amendment, and recom- 
mended its adoption; which was agreed to. 
_ Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of Hal! J. Kelly, reported against the 
printing of the same; which was agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following 


resolution, submitted by Mr. Sespastian on the 


24th ultimo, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of the report and map of the 
New Mo, the route from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to Santa Fé, 
wa lexice, mate ender autharty of Lo War ane, 

ie nant e 0) a > 
gineers, in 1849.” ay ae 
MOTION TO ADJOURN TO MONDAY, 

Mr. BADGER. I know of nothing that is now 
pending before the Senate, nor of the business be- 
tween the two Houses, which requires that the 

should deviate from the usual rule that is 


ay thereafter, ask leave to | 


| next. 
|| Mr. PHELPS. I hope that motion will not be 
|| adopted. [ had the honor this morning to report 
a resolution which, from the peculiar position at 
the present moment of the laws relating to the rev- 
enue, all will concede demands the action of Con- |, 
gress at as early a period as possible. It was with | 
this view that pes the motion for making that 
| resolution the special order of the day for to-mor- |. 
|| row. The condition of the whole treasury system | 
|<alls imperiously for very early action on the part |, 
f the Senate adjourn over till Mon- | 


| 
| 
| 








|| of Congress. 
|| day, | know not when it will be possible to come || 
at it, and I indulged the hope that making it the || 


special order for to-morrow would enable us to || 


| take some action upon it without unnecessary || 


elay. 
Me. BADGER. Atthe timeI made the motion } 
to adjourn over I was not aware of the circum- || 
stance that the resolution of the gentleman had 
been made the special order for to-morrow. I cer- 





| 

tainly deem it important that the Senate should 
|| decide upon the subject embraced in that joint res- 
|| olution, one way or the other. Iam not desirous 

of pressing a motion of this kind to the prevention 
\| of any necessary business. I will, therefore, with- 
|| draw the motion. 2 

Mr. HALE. I want to inquire if the resolution 
of the honorable gentleman from Vermont has 
|| been ordered to be printed. It certainly ought to 
\| be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
| of course. 
‘| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. It appears to me 
that the day named for the consideration of the 
resolution is too early a day. The intervening 
period is far too short where a question of so much 
importance is concerned. There are perhaps but 
|| few persons, save those who are members of the 
Finance Committee, who are sufficiently acquainted 
with the present condition of the treasury and the 
revenue system, as it has been carried on in dif- 
'| ferent parts of the United States, to be able to tell 
'| what expenditures have been made in the last four 
|| years, and what the necessary and unavoidabie 
‘| expenses of collecting the revenue are. It seems 

to me that we shall be betterenabled to decide this 
|| matter after a report shall have been made on the 
| subject. When we shall have had time to read 
'| that report and see what the expenditure has been, 
| we shall be better able to determine what amount 
| will be necessary hereafter. 
|| Mr. PHELPS. The honorable Senator from 
'| Mississippi will excuse me for saying that I think 
| he misapprehends the purport of this resolution. 
The proper time for the consideration which the 
|| Senator desires to give to the subject, will be when 
|| we come to propose the appropriation. The ob- 
|| ject of the present resolution is merely to relieve 
the department until Congress can examine the 
|| subjectand make the proper appropriation. When- 
| ever the appropriation is proposed, gentlemen can 
| take all proper time for an examination of the 


| 


| 


It will be printed asa matter 


| 


















subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I did not mistake 
the purpose of the gentleman from Vermont, nor 
| the object of the resolution when he first intro- 
| duced it. It was to suspend the operation of the 
| law which restricts the amount of the expenditure 
| in the collection of until the department 
‘| might have an opportunity to report to us whether, 
H in their opinion, the reduction could be advanta- 
|| geously adhered to. To suspend the operation of 
‘| the law is tantamount to repealing it finally; and I 
‘| am sorry that my friends on that side should be 





| so startled at a measure of economy of this kind 
'| that they will have nothing to do with it. Try it, 
i gentlemen, before you condemn it, and see whether 
|| the expenditures may not be reduced without 
detriment to the public service. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Having been absent from 
the Senate at the time when this resolution was 
offered, | have not icipated in the proceedings 
in relation to it. number of the members of 
the committee last evening agreed eres to 
the proposition contained in this resolution. With 

some little amendment that I suggested, I finally 


} 
| 
' 
| 
i 


i 


| many others. 


j 


agreed that it should be reported, reserving to my- 
self the right, however, if I should deem proper 
hereafter, upon a further examination of the ques- 
tion, to withhold my assent. I have not yet had 








| an o peers of examining it, and therefore I 


should be glad, if it will not interfere with the ac- 
tion of the Senate upon the 
opportunity of examining it a little more fully, for 
{ assented to it with this qualified view, as did 
Having been absent myself, I will 
not make any particular motion in reference to it. 
I assented to its being reported, in order that we 
might have it before the Senate for consideration. 

he VICE PRESIDENT. There is now no 
— before the Senate in relation to the reso- 
ution, 

Mr. HALE. I renew the motion made by the 
Senator from North Carolina, that when the Senate 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

The question upon that motion was then put, 
and upon a division it was negatived—ayes 21, 
noes 22. 


uestion, to have an 


DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. 


Mr. CASS gave notice that he should to-morrow 
ask for the consideration of the resolution submit- 


| ted by him on the 24th ultimo, as follows: 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of suspending dip- 
lomatic relations with Austria. 

TERRITORIAL GUVERNMENTS. 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise to notify the Senate that, 
on Monday next, I expect to ask for the consid- 
eration of the resolution, now upon the table, in- 
troduced by me, asserting the expediency of es- 
tablishing at this session a territorial government 
for California, Deseret, and New Mexico. | trust 
Senators will come prepared to give their views at 
that time, and that no opposition will then be made 
to its consideration. 

Mr. SEWARD moved that the resolutien sub- 
mitted by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,]} 
with regard to the suspension of diplomatic inter- 
course with Austria, be printed; and also the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Mississippi, {Mr. 
Foete,] with regard to providing a territorial 
government in California, ret, and New Mex- 
ico. 

Mr. HALE. Willthe Senator from New York 
withdraw his motion so far as relates to the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Mississippi, in order 
that I may offer an amendment with a view to have 
it printed with the resolution ? 

r. CASS. I did not ask for the printing of 
the resolution which I offered. It was only a line 
anda half. I trust it is impressed upon the hearts 
of all the Senators. 

Mr. SEWARD. It is not on mine, 
on my memory at least. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York moves that the resolution presented by 
the Senator from Michigan be printed. 


[tis not 


Mr. CASS. Iam very much obliged to the 
Senator from New York. I will second the mo- 
tion. 


Mr. SEWARD. I make the same motion with 
reference to the resolution of the Senator from 
Mississippi. 

Mr. HALE. I shall be prepared with an 
amendment, if the Senator will defer that motion 
for a few minutes. 

Mr. FOOTE. I must be permitted to express 
my acknowledgments to the Senator from New 
York for his extreme complaisance in moving to 
print my resolution. | am so much penetrated 
with it thatI shall embrace the earliest opportu- 
nity to show the regard I entertain for the favor 
by treating him according to the lez talionis. 

Mr. HALE then moved to amend by adding the 
following: 

‘¢ Securing to the inhabitants of those Territories all the 


vileges and liberties secured to the inhabitants of the 
orth west ‘Territory by the ordinance of July 13, 1787.” 
Mr. FOOTE. If it be not out of order, | beg 
leave to remark that I should certainly have intro- 
duced the phrassology of the ame t of the 
tleman from New Hampshire into the original 
resolution if I had sup that the inhabitants of 
those Territories would not have all the privileges 
and liberties securred to them under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, that could be ibly 
secured by extending to the region which they 
occupy the ordinance of 1787. But being of a 
wholly different opinion from the Senator from 
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New Hampshire, I did not think it proper to in- 
troduce any such language into the resolution, and 
shall of course vote against the amendment of the 
entleman, because I deem it wholly unnecessary 
- addition, 1 may be indulged in a single remark. 
If the Senator from New Hampshire were as well 
informed on this subject now as others are, who 
have had better opportunities for information, or 
as he will assuredly be in aday or two, he would 
not doubt that if such a provision as he suggests 
were adopted by the Senate, in any efficient and 
obligatory form, it would, instead of extending 
new liberties and privileges to our fellow-citizens 
now resident in those Territories, or even gratify- 
ing local feelings, be the imposition upon them of 
disabilities, and a rude and overbearing violation 
of matured public sentiment in at least two thirds 
of the new Territories, which would be justly re- 
garded as oppressive, tyrannical, and eminently 
subversive of popular freedom. When the Sena- 
tor learns the true state of the public mind in those 
distant parts of the Republic, he will find that he 
and his associates are laboring for the benefit of 
ple, whose strongest desire is to be relieved now 
and hereafter from the mischievous effects of their 
unsolicited friendship and their burdensome pa- 
tronage. It will be for him then to determine 
whether he will persist in imposing the yoke of 
the Wilmot proviso upon the necks of freemen, 
jealous of their true liberties, and anxious to avoid 
all connection with a fierce controversy which has 
already shaken the solid fabric of the Republic to 
its foundation. 

Mr. HALE. I am happy to find the Senator 
from Mississippi and myself looking to the ac- 
complishment of the same purpose; that is, to keep 
the yoke off the necks of the people. That is the 
object of my amendment; and now if the Senator 
from Mississippi means to go with me, and if the | 
gentleman finds that we can keep off the yoke of | 
slavery from the necks of freemen in a better man- 
ner, I shall be happy to follow his counsel and 
lead in this great object at which we are both aim- 
ing. Possibly we may misunderstand each other; | 
and when we come to apply words to men and 
things, we may find we do not entirely agree; but | 
certainly in the general propositions we both agree; 
that is, to remove the yoke, to undo the heavy 





burden, and let the oppressed go free. And while | 


up, I beg leave to Poe my friends upon 
the able assistance we shall have from the efforts 
of the gentleman from Mississippi in accomplish- 
ing the great work we have in view. 

The printing of the resolutions was ordered. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAINS. 


Mr. FOOTE moved the appointment of two 
Chaplains, of different denominations, to officiate 
alternately in the two Houses of Congress. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution, 
under the rule, liea upon the table one day. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope there will be unanimous 
consent to the consideration of the resolution now. 

Mr. TURNEY. I have a memorial which I 
desire to present before any action is taken by the 
Senate upon the proposition. I ask that it be re- 
ceived and read. 

The memorial was accordingly read by the Sec- 
retary. 

The memorial was very numerously signed by 











citizens of Tennessee, objecting to the appoint- 
ment of Chaplains by Congress at the expense of | 
Government, deeming it a serious evil, and a cus- 
tom which has grown out of precedents. 

Mr. TURNEY. This memorial relates to a 
very important subject, and it is signed by a large 
number of respectable persons, whose views and 
opinions are entitled to consideration. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary and be printed. 

r. DA N. I object. 

Mr. DOWNS. Ido not know why it should 
be referred to the Judiciary Committee. It seems 
to me that such a course is unusual, and I hope it 
may go to a select committee. 

Mr. BUTLER. _I have no particular objection 
to its going to the Judiciary Committee, though I 
hardly think we shall report on all the matters it 
contains; bu rhaps, it is more respectful to- 
wards the petitioners that it should be referred. | 
am therefore inclined to favor the reference. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam hardly inclined to vote for 
the reference, unless my friend from Tennessee 
can give an explanation upon one point, which I 





hope he can give, for | did not comprehend the 
memorial in all its bearings. I believe it was not 
intended in the slightest degree to apply unfavorably 
to our late Chaplain, (Mr. Sticer.) If this be the 
case, I believe I shall vote for its reference. 


ing of Mr. Sricer. They thought the subject was 


Congress of the United States. They are ee 
respectable, and many of them ministers of the 
Gospel of the most distinguished ability. The 
memorial is couched in respectful language. It 
presents an important constitutional question for 
the consideration of Congress, and one which I 
think is worthy of consideration. With that view 
I have moved its reference to the Judiciary Com- 


report; but if, on the other hand, they think there 


I can conceive of no earthly objection that can be 


proper committee, as in my judgment it is, inas- 
much as a constitutional question, growing out of 


and emanates from a highly respectable source, | 
ask its reference to that committee. 

Mr. DAYTON. I hope it may take any other 
destination than that which the gentleman seeks to 
give it. 1 am not aware of anything in the char- 
acter of the memorial which makes it appropriate 


it is to have any reference, it should go either to a 


Rules and Regulations of the Senate. I move 
that, for the present, it lie on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. And be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON. No, sir; 1 move that, for the 
present, it lie on the table. The motion to print 
goes to the Committee on Printing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is to 
lay the memorial on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE. Was any opposition made to 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution? 1 
understood there was no objection made. 


that an objection was made. - 

Mr. TURNEY. I did not intend to offer any 
objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution then 
is under consideration. 


until the petition that I have presented shall have 
been printed. My object was to present the me- 
morial, in order that it might be considered at the 
same time with the resolution. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope, under the circumstances 
of the case, that the motion to refer will not pre- 
vail, and that we will take some action upon the 
memorial at once. I move that it be laid on the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is also moved 


tee on Printing. 

Mr.MANGUM. I move to lay that motion on 
the table. 

Mr. TURNEY. I raise a question of order. I 
made a motion to print. The rule itself refers 
that motion to the Committee on Printing, and | 
contend that it cannot be laid on the table. 


matter of this sort, but I take it for granted that 
no reference can be made to the Committee on 
Printing except upon motion, and no motion can 
be made without being subject to be laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. TURNEY. I hope the rule will be read. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope the Senator from North 
Carolina, in order to avoid controversy, will with- 
draw his motion to lay the motion to print on the 
table. 

Mr. MANGUM. Well, sir, [ will withdraw it. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I beg leave to presenta 
memorial similar in character to the one which 
has been presented by the Senator from Tennessee. 
As I do not wish to take up the time of the Senate 
in having it read, 1 will state that it is a petition 
which declares religton to be a matter exclusi 
between every citizen of the land and his God, 
and not a proper subject for legislation. The me- 


TE Lls cat. katie Reakid Geer oe ee 
! morialists assert that they are sorely burdeneg 


Mr. TURNEY. The memorialists know noth- | 


one which was worthy of the consideration of the | 


mittee; and if, upon examination, they deem it | 
unnecessary to take any action, they will make no | 


should be some legislation, they will report a bill. | 
made to the reference of the memorial, on any | 


grounds; and if the Judiciary Committee is the | 


the power of Congress, is presented, and inasmuch | 
as the memorial ia couched in respectful language, | 


that it should be considered by that committee. If | 


special committee or to the Committee on the | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair believes | 


Mr. TURNEY. I must object, however, to || 
proceeding with the consideration of the resolution || 


that the motion to print be referred to the Commit- || 


Mr. MANGUM. I eare nothing about a small | 
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| the establishment of national chaplaincies and 
| that they regard it as neither more nor less. th 
the establishment of a national religion, | more 
that it take the same disposition which was Give 
| to the memorial presented by the Senator a 
‘| Tennessee. I will detain the Senate no ies 
than simply to remark that I do not perceive i. 
| evil which the memorialists seem to apprehend, , 
The petition was numerously signed by citizen, 
of Maine, objecting to the appointment of chap. 
| lains to Congress and in the army and navy, and 
suggesting that if members of Congress are dis. 
posed to pray, or if they are inclined to hire men 
to pray for them, they should do so on their ow 
|| responsibility. 
The memorial was laid on the table, and the 
uestion of printing referred to the Committee op 
'| Printing. 
| Mr. FOOTE. As there has been such a variety 
| of impediments thrown in the way of my rego. 
tion, | beg leave to withdraw it. 
The resolution was withdrawn accordingly, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT- 


ATIVES. 
A message was received from the House of 
|| Representatives, by Mr. Campsett, their Clerk, 
|; announcing that the Speaker of the House had 
|| signed an enrolled bill extending the privilege of 
franking letters and packages to Sarah Polk. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT having signed the 
| same, it was delivered to the committee to be pre- 
sented to the President of the United States for his 
signature. 


REMOVAL OF POSTMASTERS. 
|| Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following res- 
|, olution, which lies over under the rule: 


'| Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
| inform the Senate whether, by himself or his assistants, he 
; has at any time removed, or attempted to remove, before the 
|| expiration of the term for which he was commissioned, by 
|| the appointment of a successor, or in any other manner, ani 
|| how, any deputy postmaster orjpostmasters who held appoint- 
ments under the President of the United States, made by and 
|| with the consent of the Senate, under and in pursuance of 
the law of Congress entitled * An act to change the organi- 
| zation of the Post Office Department, and to provide more 
effectually for the settlement of the accoants thereof,” ay- 

|| proved 2d of July, 1836; and if any such removal or removals 
| have been made or attempted, that he specify the number, 
|| the names of the officers, and the offices they held respeet- 
|| ively; and also that he inform the Senate whether, in his 
own name or that of either of his assistants, and which of 
| them he has appointed, or claims the authority to appoint, 
| or attempted to appoint, persons to fiil the vacancies thus 
created, and issued to them letters of appointment, commis- 
| sions, or either, and which of them, and whether more than 


| 
i 











| 
| 
| 


|| One of each or either was issued to the same appointee, and 

| to whom or to what office or offices, and the reasons there- 
|| for; and that a copy of such letters of appointment ani 
|| commission be furnished, if in his power, and if not, the 
| substance thereof, includ'ng names, dates, and signatures; 
| and further, whether he has attempted, and by what means, 
|| to enforce any such removal; and if such power of removal 
| and appointment, or either, have been exercised or atiempt- 
| ed, that he further inform the Senate under and by virtue of 
|| what authority of law the same has been done or the right 
] claimed. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 
‘| On motion by Mr. BELL, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the estimates of Col. Long, of the 
|| Corps of Topographical Engineers, and the amount of money 
|| necessary to repair the breach in the dam at the head of 
|| Cumberland islaué, in the Ohio river. 

‘|| On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

|| Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be authorized 

|| to suspend the publication of any part of the report of Doctor 

|| Jackson, made to the Secretary of the Luterior, which relates 
to a machine at Bristol, and the premature publication of 

|| which would, in their judgment, be injurious to the inter- 
ests of an American inventor seeking a patent for such ia 

chine in any foreign country. - 

On motion by Mr. SOULE, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the practicability and expense of deepening 
the northeast pass of the Mississippi river. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Farivar, January 4, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 











vel 
’ Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, rose to in- 


| quire of the Speaker what would be the order of 





e¢20°06hC€«dS = sCi\\ 


an on . 


~~ =—_ —— - -= = 








eo S fF | FF 2 = SS f' @ 


QQ =—nsa 


i—_"sSs — FF ww 


~~ 





1850. 


business under the resolution heretofore adopted 
in relation to the election of a Clerk? 

The SPEAKER said, that in the opinion of the 
Chair, the business first in order would be the ex- | 
ecution of the order in relation to the election of 
officers of the House. 3 

Mr. THOMPSON. Then no motion is neces- 


ry: 
the SPEAKER said, he thought not. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the memorial of | 
John S. Littel, contesting the seat of Joun Ros- | 
gins, jr-, Of Pennsylvania; which was referred to_ 
the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order | 
is the execution of the order of the House in re- | 
lation to the election of officers. 

Mr. WHITE inquired of the Speaker, whether | 
the resolution made this business the special order 
for any other day than that named in the resolu- 


jon? 
' The SPEAKER said, that the terms of the res- 
olution, a8 he now remembered them, confined the 
order to yesterday. The question was one, how- 
ever, which related to the organization of the 
House. As such, in the opinion of the Chair, it | 
had precedence over other business, and would 
come up as the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. WHITE suggested that the House was al- 
ready organized. A Speaker had been elected, and 
there was a Clerk who held over until another 
should be elected. He thought that, under a 
proper construction of the rule, this was no longer 
the special order. He desired to give notice of a 
bill; and, if the special order came up, he could 
not do so. 

The SPEAKER said, that under the rule of the | 
House the gentleman could enter his notice at any | 


ume. | 
Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, said, that 
as a number of members were absent, he would | 
move, for the purpose of enabling absent gentle- | 
men to participate in the election of officers, that | 
the further consideration of the subject be post- | 
ned until Monday next. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, asked the | 
yeas and nays on the question of postponement; | 
which were ordered. 
Mr. WILSON addressed the Speaker. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, inquired | 
whether there was not a rule requiring a vote of | 
two thirds to postpone the execution of the order? | 
The SPEAKER said, that the vote of a majori- | 
ty only was required. 
Mr. WILSON then said, that yesterday evening | 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Averett] had 
received a telegraphic dispatch, informing him that 
sickness in his family required his immediate 
presence athome. On that gentleman’s applica- 
tion, he (Mr. W.) had consented to pair off with | 
him; and, for that reason, he should decline an- | 
swering to his name. 
The question on the motion of Mr. Hampton | 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 98, nays 97—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, | 
Ashmun, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, Thomas B. Butler, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Conger,Corwin, Crowell, | 
Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, Durkee, A. Evans, N. | 
Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Jas. L. Johnson, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. | 
King, Preston King, Levin, H. Mann, Marshall, Matteson, | 
McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Piunan, | 
Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, | 
Shepperd, Silvester, oo Sprague, Stanly, A. H. Ste- | 
ens,T. Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Toombs, 1 
k, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wil- | 





mot, and Winthrop—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Beale, Binghan, | 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, A. | 
Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Dim- | 
mick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, 

aller, Gilmore, » Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, | 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, | 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Hubbard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La | 

*» Leffler. Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McCiernand, | 
MeDonald, MeDowell, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, 
pr a tain tae ieade, Miller, 
» Morse, » er, Peaslee, Peck, Phe 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, See. 
age, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stanton, Stet- 
Wit trong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
itiam Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young—97. 
The SPEAKER announced that the further con- 
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| sideration of the subject was postponed until Mon- 
day next. 


The SPEAKER then announced that the first 


rts. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose and 


The SPEAKER. The question has been de- 


cided. 


[To make the point raised by Mr. Taompson 


intelligible to the general reader, it should be stated 
that there is a rule of the House prescribing the 
cases in which the Speaker shall or may vote. 
That rule is in the following words: 


“Tn all cases of election by the House, the Speaker 


shall vote ; in other cases he shall not vote, unless the House |, 4 
| order. 
itv, will make the decision equal ; and in case of such equal |! 
division, the question shal! be lost.’’] 


be equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to the minor- 


Mr. THOMPSON said he supposed that any 
member might insist on the Speaker’s voting when 
his vote would affect the result. 

The SPEAKER. The result has been an- 
nounced. It is too late for the Speaker to vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose to inquire of the Speaker 


whetker it would be in order to present petitions? | 


The SPEAKER said it was not now in order 
to call for petitions. 


order every day. But that time had expired. 


Mr. WILLIAMS said he was under the im- | 


pression that the spirit of the rule was, that pe- 
titions should be presented for thirty days after 
the organization of the House. 

The SPEAKER said that the language of the 
resolution was otherwise. It was ‘the first thirty 
days of the session.’’ 


Mr. WILLIAMS said he had some petitions ] 


which he had not had an opportunity of present- 
ing, and which he was anxious now to present. 

The SPEAKER said the petitions could go in to 
the Clerk’s table at any time under the rule. 

The conversation ended. 

Mr. WINTHROP (imperfectly heard in the 


derstood the Chair as deciding that the first thirty 


days of the session had expired, and that, there- | 
| the session commenced on the first Monday of 


fore, it was not in order to present petitions every 
day—that the rule prescribing that petitions should 
be called for every day during the first thirty days 
was no longer in operation. It seemed to him 
(Mr. W.) that a parliamentary question was in- 
volved in this decision—the question whether 
there was any session of the House whilst there 
was no Speaker—whether the House could be 


said to be in session, as contemplated by the Con- | 
stitution of the United States or the rules of the || 


House, whilst there was no organization. 
According to an old maxim of the civil law—a 

maxim dear to us as republicans, and to freemen all 

over the world—every interpretation should be 


‘| made in favor of liberty, of freedom, and of the | 
rights of the people. And it seemed to him that the | 


Chair would do well to consider whether this same 
right of petition, which was intended to be main- 
tained and vindicated by the rule of the House 
which allowed thirty days for their introduction, 


was to be done away with by the construction now | 


given to it—that the House was in session when 
there was no Speaker and no organization, and that 
the right had been exercised during a period when 
there was in factno power to exercise it. He would 


| not make the formal question of order; he would 


merely call the attention of the Chair to it, so that 
if the decision had not been made deliberately, or 
if the Speaker desired to look into the precedents, 
he might have an nee of doing so. 

After an inquiry by Mr. JOHNSON, of Ten- 
nessee, on the point whether there was not a rule 
under which every member could file his petitions— 

Mr. STANLY, with entire respect (he said) to 
the Chair, and in order that the important point 
involved in the decision of the Speaker might be 
settled by the House, appealed from the decision. 

Mr. McCLERNAND took the floor. 

The SPEAKER said that the question, as it re- 
lated to the construction of a rule concerning the 
order of business, was not debatable. The ques- 
tion was on the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he had risen to say 
afew words in reply to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Winturopr.] 


L GLOBE. 








During the first thirty days | 
of the aession, the presentation of petitions was in | 














| well, Cartter, Cleveland, Clingman, W. R. 
cock, Cole, Conrad, Dimmick. Duer, on, Ed. 
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The SPEAKER repeated that the appeal was 


not debatable. The gentleman from Massachu- 


| setts (Mr. Wintnror]} had made no remarks on 

business in order would be the call of committees || the appeal; but had merely suggested, under the 
| general acquiescence of the House, a point of 

order for the consideration of the Chair. 

said, he insisted that under the rule of the House |, 

the Speaker should vote; (that is to say, on the 

question of postponement just decided.) 


Mr. SCHENCK called for the reading of the 


| last clause of the rule referred to by the gentleman 
| from 


Tennessee, (Mr. Jounson.] 

The SPEAKER said it could only be read by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. McCLERNAND objected. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he had asked for the 
reading of that portion of the rule, to show that 
members would be at the mercy of the Speaker, 
and would not present petitions under their own 
rights, but only under the rules. 

Mr. McCLERNAND interposed and called to 


The part of the rule referred to was then read, 
as follows: 
“ And if any petition or memorial be so handed in, which, 


|| in the judgment of the Speaker, is excluded by the rules, 


the same shail be returned to the member from whom it was 
received.” 


The SPEAKER stated the question to be, on 


| sustaining the decision of the Chair. 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, called for the 


| reading of the first clause of the twenty-fourth 


rule; which was read, as follows: 

* Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed to the 
House, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a member 
in his place ; a brief statement of the contents thereof shall 
be made verbaliy by the introducer; they shall not be de- 


|| bated on the day of their being presented; nor on any day 
| assigned by the House for the receipt of petitions after the 
|| first thirty days of the session, unless where the House shall 
|, direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table, to be taken up in 
|| the order in which they were presented. Members having 


petitions and memorials to present may hand them to the 
Clerk, indorsing the same with their names, and the refer- 
ence or disposition to be made thereof; and such petitions 
and memorials shall be entered on the Journal, subject to 


|| the control and direction of the Speaker.” 


Mr. McL. also called for the reading of the sec- 


| ond paragraph of the 4th section of the Constitu- 


tion, which was read, as follows: 
“The Congress shall assemble at least «nce in every 
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in De- 


distance) was understood to say, that he had un- || cember, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.’’ 


After an inquiry by Mr. ROOT whether the 
real question before the House was not whether 


December— 

Mr. DUER said, the question before the House 
was one of some importance, and not merely a 
question of order. It involved a constitutional 


| question—whether, when they came here, they 
| were or were nota House, competent to legisia- 
|| tive duties, having no Speaker ? 


‘rhe SPEAKER interposing, said debate was 
not in order. 

Mr. DUER, (continuing.) While we were here 
in session 

Mr. McCLERNAND called to order. 

Mr. DUER expressed the hope that the appeal 
would be withdrawn, so as to leave the question 
open for consideration hereafter. 

Mr. HOUSTON hoped, he said, that the gen- 





| tleman from Iinois [Mr. McC.iernanp] would 


be allowed to submit his remarks. 
was a new one. 

Mr. DISNEY suggested some inquiries con- 
nected with several of the rules, to which he was 
referring, when the Speaker ruled all remarks out 
of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the ~~ and nays 
on the question; which were ordered. 

And the question, ‘* Shall the decision of the 
Speaker stand as the judgment of the Hovse?”’ 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative— 


The question 


|| yeas 114, nays 91—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, 
Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Buwdon, Bowlin, Boyd, A. G, 
Brown, Buel, Burt, J. Cable, G. A. Caldwell, J. P. Cald- 

W. Cobb, Col- 


mundson, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fitch, 
Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond "Lacehven, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham G. Harris, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holiaday, 
Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, James 
L. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, McClernand, Me- 
Donald, McGaughey, MeLanahan, R. M. McLane, Finis E, 
McLean, McMullen, McQueen, McWiilie, Meade, Miller, 
Milson, Morse, Orr, Owen, Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Pit- 
man, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Roee, 
Koss, Savage Sawtelle, Seddon, Shepperd, F. P. Stanton, 
R. H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William 
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Thompson, Toombs, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, | 
i, Wellborn, Williams, ‘Wondward, and Young—! 14. |) 


Watkins, 


WNAYs—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, | 


Ashmun, Bocock, Booth, Breck, Briggs, Brook», William J. 
Brown, Burrows, ©. Butler, T. B. Butler, Calvin, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Ciiandler, Clarke, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, 
Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Feather- 
ston, Fowler, Freedley, Giddings, Goodenow, Gott, Grin- 
neti, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, 
Howe, Hunter, Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George 
G. King, James G. King 
Horace Mann, Marsimall, Matteson. McDowell, McKissoek, 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morris, Netson, Newell, 


Ogie, Outlaw, Peck, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, | 


Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermer- 


horn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaaiding, Sprague, Suanty, || 
T. nent Rate ny Fen B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, | 


Underhill, Vinton, White, Whittlesey, Wilmot, Winthrop, 


and Wood—9i 


So the House affirmed the decision of the | 


Speaker. 

Mr. ROBINSON said that he was opposed 
to the transaction of any legislative business until 
the House was organized; and looking to the 
course of the opposition in this House yesterday 
and to-day, it was, he thought, manifest that 
it was their mtention to stave off organization in 
order to keep their own men in office. He saw 
no other.mode of forcing an organization than by 
declining to transact legislative business until that 
object was effected. And as the House had post- 
poned until Monday the further execution of its 
order for the election of officers, he would move 
that the House adjourn to that day. 

But Mr. R. waived the motion, at the request 


oO \ 
Mr. INGE, who rose, he said, to a question of } 


privilege. The act of 1789 contained the follow- 
ing provision: 

Bec. 2. And be it further enacted, That at the first ses- 
sion of Congress after every general election of Representa- 
tives, the oath or affirmation aforesaid shal) be administered 
by any one member of the House of Representatives to the 
Speaker; and by him to all the members present, and to the 


Clerk, previous to entering on any other business; and to | 


the members who shail afterwards appear, previous to taking 
their seats.” 


This act (Mr. I. remarked) was passed at the 


first session of Congress under the Constitution, | 
with a view of carrying out the requirements of | 
It required that the members | 


that instrument. 
should be sworn; it required the election of officers; 
and it prescribed when and how these necessary 


preliminaries should be performed. If this act was | 
obligatory upon the House, unquestionably the | 


House must fulfill all its provisions; and after the 


Speaker and members shall have been sworn, the | 
act said that the House should enter on the election | 
of Clerk before proceeding to any other business, || 
Now, this provision | 


The Clerk was to be sworn. 
could not refer to the old Clerk, for he had already 


been sworn. ‘Of course he must be elected before | 


he could be sworn. 


After an inquiry by Mr. SCHENCK, as to the | 


object of Mr. Ince’s remarks— 
Mr. INGE moved that the House proceed to the 
election of a Clerk, in compliance with the provis- 
ions of the act of 1789. 

The SPEAKER decided that the House having 


by resolution fixed a day for the election of offi- || 


cers, the motion of the gentleman from Alabama 
[Mr. Ince] was out of order. 
Mr. ROBINSON appealed from this decision. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, rose to a ques- 
tion of order. He submitted that it was not in order 


for the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Ince] to | 


make the motion. The House had adopted rules 
for its government. Under these rules he (Mr. 
S.) called for the orders of the day. 

he SPEAKER said he had already ruled the 
motion of the gentleman from Alabama to be out 
of order, and that from that decision an appeal had 
been taken. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked the yeas and nays on || 


the appeal. 

Mr. INGE said he would now present the ques- 
tion he had raised in a different aspect, to wit: 
that it was not competent for the House to proceed 
to any other business previous to the election of a 
Clerk. He raised this as a question of order. 


The SPEAKER said that it was in the power | 


of the House to put its own construction on this 
point. The House had already given a different 
construction to it by proceeding to other business. 

Mr. ASHMUN rose to a privileged question. 
He moved that when the House adjourns, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked the yeas and 
nays; which were refused. 


_ oe 


John A. King, Presion King, | 


| was agreed to. 
| And then on motion of Mr. ASHMUN, the 
|| House adjourned until Monday next. 





| The following notices of bills were handed in to 
|, the Clerk under the rule, viz: 
By Mr. WHITE: That on to. morrow he would ask leave 


the duty on imports, and for other purposes,” approved Au- 
| gust 3d, 1846. 

By Mr. A. G6. BROWN: That he would on to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bill to incorporate the Columbian Man- 
ufacturing Company, in the District of Columbia. 

Also, a bill to perpetuate the preémption of actual settlers 
| on the public lands. 





PETITIONS, &c. 
| The following petitions were presented to the 


Clerk, to be entered and referred under the rule: 


|| By Mr. POTTER: The petition of Peter Snook and 
| others, citizens of Defiance county, Ohio, for a post route 
from Defiance to Panama, Ohio. 


Newville, in Indiana; which were severally referred to the 

|| Commi't’¢ on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

|| Also, the petition of Peter Snook and others, citizens of 

| Defiance county, Ohio, asking for a reduction in the price 
of the public lands in northwestern Ohio ; which was re- 

|! ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. ROBINSON, of Indiana: The petition of James 
H. Cravens, and 115 other citizens of Ripley county, Indi- 
|| ana, asking assistance or relief for Thomas Johns and John 
lj Jonna, aoldiers at Dudley’s defeat, and for other soldiers of 
|| the war of 1812. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Austin 
| Morgan, register, and Gideon Fitz, receiver of public 
| moneys at Jackson, Mississippi, praying additional compen- 

sation for extraordinary services performed by them; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. FULLER: The memorial and petition of Wil- 
liam Witherle and C. J. Abbott, executors of the will of 
James Crawford, praying for indemnity against Freneh spo- 
liations prior to the year J800. 

Also, a like memorial of Avis Hatch, widow of M. Hatch. 

Also, a like memoral of Mary M. Jellison and three 
others, heirs-at-law of Joseph Christepeas. 
|| | Also, alike memorial of Zebediah S. Holt, heir-at-law of 
|| Ambrose Atkins, 
|| Mr. HAMMOND moved that the petition and papers of 
Thomas Crown, be withdrawn from the files of the last Con- 
gress in the Clerk’s office, and referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of William Johnson and 
140 others, citizens of Sabine aud Lafayette counties, Mis- 
|, souri, praying thata post route be established from Mar- 
shall, via Moses Woodpin’s, A. Larch’s, and William 
Drummond’s, to Lexington. 
|| By Mr. MILLSON: The memorial and petition of P. F. 
Schliecker, attorney for John Vangover, administrator de 
bonis non of the estate of John M. Burt, deceased, asking 
|| indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800. 

Also, a similar memorial from Mary Corby, widow of 
Thomas M. Corby, deceased; which were referred to the 
|| Committee of Foreign Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 4, 1850. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, communicating the correspond- 
|| ence with the lady of Sir John Franklin, relative 
| to the expedition under his command to the Arctic 
' regions, for the discovery of a ‘‘ northwest pas- 
|| sage;’’ which was read, ordered to be referred to 
1 the Committee on Naval Affairs, and printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


| Mr. MILLER presented the petition of Has- 
| well L. Colt, late of Baltimore, Maryland, now of 


New Jersey, trustee of Lemuel Taylor, late of 
| Baltimore, asking indemnity for French spolia- 
| tions prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. . 
Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of the 
_ late and present officers of the land office at Pales- 
| tine, Lilinois, asking to be allowed commissions 
, on military land warrants entered by them; which 
‘| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
|| Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of 
|| Frederick Dawson, James Schott, and Elisha D. 
| Whitney; asking payment of certain bonds issued 
|| to them by the Government of Texas, previous to 
| its annexation to the United States, under a con- 
tract for furnishing that Republic with a naval 
/ armament; which, with the papers on the files of 
| the Senate, was referred to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. 
|” Mr. 8. moved that the petition be printed for 
| the use of the Senate. 
i The motion to print was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Printing. 
| Mr. S. also presented the memorial of Frederick 
i Vincent, administrator of James Lecaze, late sur- 
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ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question was then taken, and the motion || viving partner of Lecaze and Mallet, 


to introduce a bill to ainend an act entitled “ An act reducing || 


Also, the petition of Joseph Barry and others, citizens of | 
Defiance county, for a post route from Defianee, Ohio, to | 





Jan. 4, 





————— 


let, asking the 
repayment of advances made during the revoly. 
tionary war; which, with the papers on file rej). 
ting to the claim, was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the petition of Mark 
Bean and R. H. Bean, asking compensation for 
certain salt-works of which they were dispossessed 
by the Cherokee treaty of 1828; which was referre, 
| to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HUNTER presente: the memorial of the 
| administrator of Thomas Vowel}, deceased, askino 
| indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1809. 

which was ordered to lie on the table. , 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of the late 
and present registers and receivers of the land 
office at Milwaukie, Wisconsim, asking to be al. 
lowed commissions on entries of military bounty 
| land warrants; which was referred to the Commit. 
|| tee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. NORRIS presented the memorial of the 
|| heirs of Daniel Hemtress, and the memorial of the 
legal representatives of T. M. Shaw, asking in- 
demnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of cer- 
tain citizens of Chautauque and Erie counties, 
New York, asking the completion of the harbor of 
Cattaraugus, on Lake Erie; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. D. also presented a petition of citizens of 
New York, asking the removal of obstructions in 
the Hurlgate channel, in the harbor of New York; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of William 
|| G. Buckner, executor of John J. Bulow, jr., ask- 
| ing compensation for property destroyed by the 
Seminole Indians in the Florida war; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the memorial of 
Joseph Kingsbury, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of the late 
and present registers and receivers of the land of- 
fice at Ionia, Michigan, asking to be allowed com- 
missions on entries of military bounty land war- 
rants; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of Peter 
Parker, asking the payment of a balance due him 
for diplomatic services near the Government of 
China; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memorial of 
the heirs of Gideon Leet, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Zeb- 
ediah S. Holt, heir of Ambrose Atkins, and the 
memorial of the heirs of Joseph Christophers, ask- 
ing indemnity for French spoliations prior to 1800; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of James C. 
Wilson, a clerk in the office of the chief engineer 
of the army, asking increase of compensation, that 
he may be enabled to finish the education of his 
children, and have something left to bury him 
when dead; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. a 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition of 
the representatives of Henry King, deceased, ask- 
ing conmpensation for services in the revolutionary 
war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 


Ordered, That the petition of Mary W. Ketcham, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the petition of Martin Dubois, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, 


Ordered, That the petition of the representatives of John 
Hudry, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, that the petition of Elizabeth Jones, and the other 
heirs of John Carr, deceased, and the memorial of Thomp- 
son Hutchison, heir of Thomas Hutchison, on the files of 
the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, that the petition of the heirs of William Grayson, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee 0” 
Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, the papers re- 
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ferred to by the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi in the case of Grayson, have been referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and reported 
against; and unless some good reason can be given, 
orsome additional evidence is to be adduced, I 
shall object to their being again referred. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have to say, in reply to the 
honorable Senator from Indiana, that I am informed 
by one of the most venerable men in the Republic, 
who has paid particular attention to this claim for 
come years past—and I am authorized to say for 
him—that a good deal of additional evidence has 
been obtained; and it is because of this evidence 
that this claim is brought forward at this time. 

On motion by Mr. WHITCOMB, 


Ordered, That the petition of John Devlin, on the files of 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 

Ordered, That Ezra Chapman have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. CORWIN, 

Ordered, That Demas Deming have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, 

Ordered, That Samuel 8. Rind have leave to withdraw his 
peution and papers. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. PHELPS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, being objected to, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the aci en- 
tiled “An act allowing drawback upon foreign merchan- 
dise exported in their original packages to Chihuahua and 

Santa Fé, in Mexico, and to the British North American 

rovinces adjoining the United States,”’ approved 3d March, 
1s, as to allow the benefit of drawback upon goods ex- 
ported to the British provinces by railroads. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform the Senate of the number of acres of public land 
granted to different States for objects of internal improve- 
ment, and the amount of public lands originally contained 
in such States, respectively, and the number of acres ne- 
cessary to make the grants to each State equal to the maxi- 
mum quantity now granted to the State which has received 
the greatest quantity. 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
municate to the Senate a copy of a survey and examination 
of the river Savannah, made by Martin L. Smith, lieuten- 
ant of Topographical Engineers, with a view to the im- 
provement of the said river, and the estimates accompany- 
ing the same. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. MASON, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
more effectual execution of the 3d clause of the 2d 
section of the 4th article of the Constitution of the 
United States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. M., in introducing the bill, said, this is 
the same bill which was reported by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary at both sessions of the last 
Congress. 

Mr. DAWSON called for the reading of the bill, 
and it was read accordingly. 

Mr. MASON. It will be proper, perhaps, to 
ask that the bill be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate. I would at the same time, sir, ask respect- 
fully from the chairman of that committee, that 
he would have this bill reported to the Senate as 
soon as it may be practicable. It was, as I have 
said, reported at each session of the last Congress, 
but it was not acted upon for the want of time. 
The provisions of that bill are of infinite moment 
to the southern States, and to none more so than 
to the Commonwealth of Virginia. I take it for 
granted, sir, that it will meet with no resistance 
whatever. The language and intention of the 
clause of the Constitution of the United States, in 
this respect, are too clear to admit of any doubt; 
and this bill is merely intended to add to the ef- 
ficiency of the existing laws on the subject, al- 
though it may be that some of its provisions may 
admit of amendment. 

he question being then taken upon the motion 
to ag it was agreed to. ! 

t BADGE , in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to refund to 
the State of North Carolina the amount of money 
advanced, and transportation furnished, to volun- 
teers from that State, during the late war with 
by im thie one wan rest a “ and second time 
; itle, and refe to the Committ il- 
itary A fla ee on Mil 
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and obtained leave to introduce a bill to revive a ||) Mr. CASS rose, and addressed the Senate at 
portion of an-act for the relief of the widows of de- | length on the subject embraced in the resolution. 


| Mr. BORLAND, in pursuance of notice, asked | ‘The resolution having been read— 


| ceased soldiers; which was read a first and second | A full report of his speech will be found in the 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on || Appendix. Mr. C. having concluded— 
Pensions. ( Mr. SEWARD. I rise, sir, not to the principal 
Mr. FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked || question, which has been discussed with so much 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to reduce the |, ability and with so much eloquence by the distin- 
price of the mineral lands in the Lake Superior dis- || guished Senator from Michigan: | rise to a sub- 
trict, in Michigan, and in the Chippewa district of | ordinate and incidental question; and | would not 
Wisconsin; which was read a first and second time || venture to call the attention of the Senate to that 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public || question, were it not that, in the situation in which 
Lands. - || Lam placed with regard to that particular subject, 
BRANCH MINTS IN THE UNITED STATES. | it would be a dereliction of duty, social, political, 


and moral, to be silent when I ought to express 
Mr. DICKINSON, in pursuance of notice, asked | 


' } ) my profound regret that a speech so eloquent, 
| and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish | upon principles so noble, and discussing a policy 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| a branch of the Mint of the United States in the || so vast, so great, should have been embarrassed at 


| 
| 


| city of New York; which was read a firstand sec- | the close by a personal allusion which has been 
ond time by its title. |, made to the honorable gentleman who fills the 
| Mr. BENTON. The ordinary motion is to | mission which it is proposed to abolish, and that 
| refer; but I apprehend that there is no necessity || the subject of the propriety of the confirmation of 
for a reference in this case. This bill has been || the person who has been nominated by the Presi- 

before the Senate for eight years, frequently re- || dent of the United States for that distinguished 


The gentleman who offers the bill has | 


. t nv time, and on this occasion, before this Senate, in 
| just informed me that it is precisely the one re- | 


4 r || public session, instead of having been reserved (as 
ported by the financial committee last year. If | I would have trusted that personal kindness and 
that be the case, I should think it hardly worth | political magnanimity would have dictated that it 


while to take up the time of the committee by re- | should have been reserved) until the minister was 
| 


nee and acted upon in some manner by the || post abroad, should have been opened here, at this 
enate. 


ferring it; and | would suggest that it take its place ] called to pass the ordeal which the rules and cus- 
on the calendar. 


Mr. BADGER. There is nothing that I am || 
aware of to exempt this bill from reference. The | 
only vote, I believe, the Senate has ever taken, | 
has been to reject the bill. I hope that it will be 
referred; and | move that it be referred to the Com- 


toms of the Senate prescribe. I find myself ex- 
ceedingly embarrassed as the friend—the personal 
friend—the unwavering friend—the devoted friend 
| of this foreign representative. I have documents 
| in my possession to extenuate, and, as I believe, to 
remove, the accusation of a precipitate flight from 








mittee on Finance. 


| before the Senate of the United States; and yet 
The motion to refer was then agreed to. 


| they are of such a nature, that, in justice to the 
Mr. BENTON gave notice that when the bill || domestic relations of that individual, lam not at 
came before the Senate for consideration, he would | liberty to give them to the world. I can only, 
propose an amendment estadlishing a branch of the | there‘ore, say, that I hope that the distinguished 
Mint of the United States at San Francisco, and | Senator, and all others who declare their opinions 
use of the Senate; which motion was agreed to. suspend their judgment until I can have the op- 

Mr. BUTLER gave notice that when the bill | portunity, within the rules and customs of this 
came up, he would move toamend it by adding a || court, to remove the objections, if it be in my 





| asked that the amendment might be printed for the against the confirmation of this individual, will 
provision establishing a branch mint at Charleston, |, power to do so, which have been presented as the 
South Carolina. That amendment was reported } Coals for refusing confirmation to this gentleman. 
with the bill at the last session. || Mr. CASS. Mr. President, may | be allowed 
Mr. KING. The bill has been referred to a to say one word? With respect to the personal 
committee. The amendments that are offered are feelings of the honorable Senator from New York, 
| altogether informal. I suppose that the gentlemen || with reference to the individual who has been allu- 
| will send their proposed amendments to the same || ded to, I will say that they are no more favorable 
committee, who will examine the whole case, and || than my own. So I have already stated, as well 
| report as may seem proper. It is not usual to pro- || as that he ia fitted to fill this position. But, Mr. 
pose an amendment to a bill until it is before the || President, that honorable Senator will observe that 
Senate, and this bill is not before the Senate at all. | this is a grave case—one which may well call for 
Mr. BENTON. There is no amendment, but || the legislative examination of the American Sen- 
simply a notice. [t must be altogether owing to || ate. It is not a question of personal fitness, but a 
my imperfect method of expressing myself that it | question arising out of his departure under peculiar 
was so understood. It is simply a notice of an || circumstances, that may require, perhaps, the en- 
| intention to introduce an amendment when the || actment of a law to regulate the departure of for- 
| proper time shall arrive. | eign ministers, under these circumstances, and to 
he printing of the bill and the amendments, of || assure to the Senate its proper control. It is not 
which notice had been given, was then ordered. || a question of personal fitness: that does not come 
SPECIAL ORDER up; I have not alluded to it. Ihave said, and I 
UP | now repeat, that this gentleman is fitted for the 
The hour of one o’clock having arrived, duties of the station to which he has been appoint- 
The VICE PRESIDENT announced the special || ed. But I do say, sir, that those circumstances 
order of the day—the bill suspending for a limited || to which I have alluded may well attract the atten- 
time the limitation of the expense of collecting the tion of the American people and of the Senate. 


revenue from customs, reported yesterday from Mr. FOOTE. I do not propose, sir, to enter into 
the Committee on Finance, with sundry amend- || the debate now in progress upon the resolution of 
ments. the honorable Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] 
Mr. CASS expressed the hope that the Senate || at least so far as the general merits of the resolution 
would take up his resolution of inquiry into the || introduced by him are concerned. Approving 
expediency of suspending diplomatic intercourse || heartily of almost all that has fallen from him on 
with Austria, before the special order was taken || this occasion, and concurring fully with him in all 
. the leading views which he has so forcibly stated, 
Mr. PHELPS said that, from some conversa- || | should be entirely willing to risk the fate of the 
tions he had had with Senators, he supposed that || resolution upon the speech which has already been 
the debate upon this resolution would not be likely | delivered in its support. At least, it cannot be 
to occupy much time, and moved to ye Haag the || necessary, at this stage of the debate, that anything 
consideration of the special order of the day until | further cenala be said in support of the resolution, 
the resolution had been considered; which was || either by its avowed or presumed friends, especially 
to. | as allusions have been made by the honorable Sen- 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA. | “ from oo n oe Sahl ob 

. . the way, [Mr. Cray an r. Wesster,] which, 

ee ee eee itis wo "be hoped, will all forth from them euch 
the following resolution, submitted on the 24th || 1. onses as will comport with the high character 
Tada een Cusmusletee oh Forcign Relations he | which they have heretofore acquired in the country, 
1 " ip- || and serve in some degree also to renew in the 

mie niabenithaenie a a ae | recollections of their countrymen certain glorious 


| 
| 
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acenes in our annals in which it was their good 
fortune to bear so distinguished a part. As a mem- 
her of the Committee on Foreign Relations, to 
which it is proposed to refer this resolution, | shall 

ledly avail myself of the sage counsels which may 
& offered upon the grave subject under considera- 
tion by more experienced Senators, whether asso- 
ciated with one or the other of the two great politi- 
cal parties into which the country is divided. 

My chief object in rising is to notice the remarks 
with which the Senate has been just favored by 
the honorable member from New York, who has 
been pleased to take it upon himself to complain 
that the Senator from Michigar has avowed (though 
in mild and moderate language} his decided disap- 
probation of the precipitate departure of the indi- 
vidual soaiuntel: to the Austrian court; who has 
not waited, as it was clearly his duty to do, for the 
previous confirmation by this body of his appoint- 
ment abroad. The honorable Senator from New 
York says that he finds himself, by the conduct of 
the Senator from Michigan complained of, “ ex- 
ceeding!y embarrassed as the friend, the personal 
friend, es unwavering friend, the devoted friend 
of this foreign representative; alleging at the same 
time that he has ** documents in his possession to 
extenuate, and, as he believes, to remove the ac- 
cusation of precipitate flight from before the Senate 
of the United States;” and yet, he continues, 
‘* these documents are of such a nuture that, in 
justice to the domestic relations of that individual, 

e is not at liberty to give them to the world.” 
Such are the precise words used by the honorable 
Senator, who, I venture to say, will not undertake 
to call in question my citation of them. Now, 
Mir. President, | must say to that honorable Sen- 
ator, to the Senate, and to the country, that [ am 
exceedingly surprised at the language which he 
has presumed to hold in our hearing upon this 
delicate and important question. I will remind 
that Senator that the Constitution of the United 
States has provided that the President ‘* shall nom- 
inate, and by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate shall appoint; ambassadors and other public 
ministers,’’ &c. Yes, sir, ** by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate” is this appointing power 
of the President to be exercised, and not otherwise; 
and yet the honorable Senator from New York 
undertakes to maintain that it is entirely proper 
for an individual who has been simply designated 
to a foreign mission by the Executive, and com- 
missioned during the recess of the Senate, and only 
a few days, too, before we were to reassemble 
here for the purpose of either approving or dis- 
approving such designation, and confirming or 
rejecting the nominations made to us, with his 
commission and salary in his pocket, to fly from 
the country before he has allowed the Senate an 
opportunity of determining upon the fitness or un- 
fitness of his appointment. And, sir, the honorable 
Senator undertakes to maintain the propriety of 
such action on the part of his friend, not upon any 
ground of public policy, not because there was 
anything in our relations with Austria which made 
it imperiously necessary that he should go thus 
hastily upon the mission to which he has been 
preferred; but, sir, the justification which he sets 
up for his absent friend is based alone upon do- 
mestic considerations, of a nature so exceedingly 
delicate, as he assures us, that he does not feel at 
liberty to explain them at this time in our hearing, 
or to do more than refer to them with something of 
the mystical significance of the Pythian prophetess 
herself. 

Sir, this is extraordinary doctrine, and upheld 
in an extraordinary manner. I cannot believe, for 
one, I will not so cruelly wrong that high officer 
and his official advisers as to suppose, that the 
President and his Cabinet have given their sanc- 
tion to this rash and indecent conduct of their dip- 
lomatic emissary to the court of Austria. It would 
not be easy to persuade me that the intention of 
Colonel Webb to leave the country thus suddenly 
was made known to the President of the United 
States at all anterior to his departure. The Presi- 
dent has too often professed, and I doubt not sin- 
cerely, his profound respect for the codrdinate 
departments of the Government, and his unwilling- 
ness to encroach upon their constitutional powers 
and privileges, to allow him, with any appearance 
of consistency, to participate in so gross an insult 
as has been perpetrated in this instance upon the 
dignity of this body. So often have those now in 
power avowed their apprehension of all undue 
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Government, at the expense of the Legislative, so 
; much dread have they heretofore avowed of the 
increase of what they have emphatically called 
‘‘ the one-man power ”’ of our system, that it can- 
not be possible that this most grievous encroach- 
ment upon the authority of the Senate, this most 
| flagrant insult upon its dignity, can either have 





| originated with the President and his Cabinet ad- 
visers, or have been otherwise than decidedly con- 
demned by them. 


the honorable Senator from New York habitually 


Administration, the leadership for which in this 
Chamber he has, on all occasions, so authorita- 
tively assumed, might almost induce one to suspect 
that the language which he has held here to-day 


a little suspicion that the honorable Senator from 


sively authorized to represent the Administration 
in this body as he seems himself to suppose. 

It is not for me, sir, to become the regular de- 
fender of the President and his Cabinet against the 
assaults or blundering advocacy of their own pro- 
fessed friends; nor do I wish to be considered as 


than simple justice. Yet it is in my recollection, 
and I beg leave to remind honorable Senators of 
the fact, that early last Spring, even a day or two 
before the inauguration scene of the 4th of March, 
the honorable Senator from New York, according 
to his own account of the matter, came to this city, 
(whether by special invitation of the Executive or 
not, I do not know,) and kindly took charge of the 
interests of the incoming Administration in con- 
nection with a most delicate and important question 
then pending in Congress, and, if his own printed 
statement be true, so managed matters in the two 
wings of the Capitol, in the course of some twelve or 
fifteen hours previous to the adjournment of thetwo 
Houses of the National Legislature, as to defeat 
the settlement of that territorial question which has 
put the Union in such serious jeopardy, and to cut 


ico from that governmental protection and defence 
to which they were so clearly entitled at our hands. 
I do not assert, sir, that the honorable Senator was 


claimed to have been. Indeed, I have always 
doubted whether his influence was very potentially 
exerted on the occasion referred to. Nor am I 


that has yet been made in the case, that the acts of 
the honorable Senator, as described by himself to 
have been performed, have ever received the formal 
sanction of the President. 1 will add, that my 
respect for the high officer just alluded to, person- 
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increase his own consequence in the public estima- 
tion, may possibly have claimed authority to rep- 
resent the opinions and wishes of the President and 
his Cabinet beyond that designed to be accorded 
tohim. And, sir, it is chiefly with a view to res- 
cuing this Whig Administration from undeserved 
discredit, and for the purpose of saving them from 
being held responsible for the extraordinary lan- 


in connection with the mission to Vienna, that 1 
will take upon myself to go a little into the particu- 
lars of that nocturnal scene of 3d of March last, 
in which the Senator from New York claims the 
honor of having figured so conspicuously. 

I have said that the honorable Senator ies New 
York arrived in Washington a day or two before 
the inauguration of the President. His advent had 
certainly been anticipated by us all; but I feel that 
I can safely assert that no one here expected him 
to participate very ao in the legislative pro- 
ceedings of Congress, before he should have been 


could not constitutionally take place until the 4th 


| of March had arrived. He reached this city, so 

far as I know or have heard, without producing 
any very profound sensation, either among the res- | 
| ident population, the governmental functionaries, 
| or casual visiters to the metropolis of the nation, 


strengthening of the Executive department of the '| of whom a vast number had 


And yet, Mr. President, the manner in which || 


puts himself forward as the special defender of the | 


in defence of his editorial friend of the New York | 
Courier and Enquirer may have been advised at 

the other end of the avenue, or may, at least, here- | 
after be approved in that quarter, but for certain | 
facts, familiar to us all, of a nature to awaken not | 


New York is not in fact so specially and exclu- | 


intending on this occasion to render to them more | 


off our fellow-citizens of California and New Mex- | 
actually as efficient in this affair as he has himself | 


willing to take it for granted, upon any showing | 


ally, in spite of my political opposition to him, will | 
not permit me to lend easy credence to the state- || 
ments of an indiscreet friend, who, with a view to 


guage of the Senator from New York this morning, || 


regularly qualified as a member of this body, which || 








already congr 
|| There waa no special ringing of bells M4 ae of 
| artillery to announce bis approach; nor do | recol. 
| lect that the editorial notices of his arrival, jn the 
|| leading prints of this city, were such as to awaken 
|| any particular attention to the fact that a new Sen. 
|| ator from the Empire State had reached our midst 


eneral, 


| who would be at once appointed manager.g 
| on the part of the Executive not yet inaugurate; 
| in and over the two houses of the National Legis. 
lature. At this period the memorable amendment 
to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bil} hag 
been introduced by the honorable Senator from 
Wisconsin, [Mr. Watker,] had passed this body 
after a fierce and !ong-protracted struggle, and was 
| awaiting the sanction of the House of Represents. 
tives. The hope was confidently entertained, 
all the true friends of the Union, that the adoption 
of this meaaure would forever settle the territoria| 
|| question, and secure to the patriots of the Republic 


‘| a signal and permanent triumph over the accursed 
myrmidons of faction. Nothing had been more 
clearly ascertained than the fact that this plan of 
'| settlement, brought forward by the honorable Sen- 
|| ator from Wisconsin, was the only plan the adop. 
|, tion of which could be probably secured. It was 
|| most clear to all minds, that if this plan should be 
defeated, the country would continue io be har. 
| assed with the perilous controversy then in prog. 
ress upon the most exciting question ever agitated 
‘|| among us. It was equally obvious that no one 
could feel interested in preventing the settlement of 
this question, except, perchance, some aspiring poli- 
tician, who, aiming to accomplish his own advance. 
ment to high public honors by sectional strife rather 
than by intrinsic merit, might be inclined to throw 
impediments in the way of all schemes of fraternal 
and fair arrangement. Certain it is that the amend- 
‘| ment of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, 
with a liberal confidence highly creditable to its 
framer, intrusted large additional power and pa- 
| tronage to a President in whose election he had 
not participated, but in whose good sense and pu- 
| rity of heart all the supporters of that amendment 
upon this floor professed to have entire confidence. 
I believe I may add, without the hazard of contra- 
diction, that General Taylor had himself expressed 
|| a wish to his confidential friends that this scheme 
|| of settlement should succeed. Under these cir- 
| cumstances, the honorable Senator from New 
| York, according to his own account of his achieve- 
|| ments, entered upon his brilliant career as manager- 
|| general. On the 29th of March last, he became 








|| the historian of his own exploits, as the author of 
a letter published in this city, in the columns of 
| the National Intelligencer, in which he states that, 
|| “on the morning of the 3d of March, (the last day 
of the late session of Congress,) Generul Taylor, 
Mr. Clayton, the present Secretary of State, and 
| Mr. Ewing, the Secretary of the Interior, severally 
| called his attention to the necessity of having 
|| some form of civil government for California es- 
| tablished before Congress should adjourn.” Yes, 
sir, these distinguished functionaries are asserted 
by the honorable Senator from New York to 
| have ‘severally called his attention to the neces- 
'| sity of having a civil government for California 
established before Congress should adjourn. 
This, sir, is truly a most surprising statement. 
|| The two houses of Congress had been gravely 
_ considering this matter for months, Many of the 
|| sagest men in the Republic had been engaged night 
|| and day in maturing some scheme for the seitle- 
‘| ment of this great territorial question. Whigs 
and Democrats seemed—in this body, at least—o 
‘| some extent, to have concurred in supporting the 
} plan of the Senator from Wisconsin. Some of the 
|| ablest and most experienced members of the Whig 
|| party to be found in the Republic were known 0 
| be then occupying seats in the two houses of a 
| gress. The attractions of the anticipated inaugura 
| scene had drawn together, in addition, a ‘arg 
| number of the wisest and most patriotic citizens 
|| belonging to the nation. Instead of permitting 
| the amendment of the Senator from Wisconsin (0 
_ become part of the law of the land, and thus closing 
the controversial strife which had been so long 





| 

} 

| 

i 

1 
distracting the country—instead of urging upon 
| his friends in the two houses of Congress to coop: 
| erate efficiently and zealously in securing the con- 
| summation of this noble scheme of pacification— 
‘instead of calling around him the wisest 9m 

| weightiest men of his party, and soliciting thelr 
| advice—the President and his Cabinet are descr! 





“ss 


—Sa—4 


=. 


gn LL le ae et lO eee ae ee le oe 





SS Sa a I TRE a Ct( 


aye ee Ss 





1850. 


by the Senator from New York as throwing them- 
selves at once upon his counsels, and submitting 
th_mselves in this grave conjuncture to his exclu- 
sive direction. I venture to pronounce this the 
most astounding instance of reckless confidence 
that ever has been recorded by historian, or been 
depictured by bard or novelist. The elder Pitt 
once said, ** Confidence is a plant of slow growth 
in 8 bosoms.” In this instance a mushroom 
rapidity of growth is displayed, which I feel sure 
must prove surprising to all who did not suppose 
the honorable Senator from New York to labor 
under the influence of a special hallucination in 
imagining himself to have been trusted so exorbi- 





tly. 

Wel, sir, what did the honorable Senator from 
New York do when thus employed as the sole ne- 

otiator of business so difficult and momentous? 
| will endeavor to give you his own words, as 
contained in the letter already referred to, so far as 
my memory will serve me for the purpose. If I 
misstate the import of the letter, I hepe to be cor- 
rected by the honorable Senator. This, then, is 
what he said: ** I repaired to the Capitol in com- 
pany with Mr. Ewing. There | procured a copy 
of Mr. Walker’s amendment, which I had not 
before read. Limmediately prepared what I contem- 
plated as an amendment to Mr. Walker’s amend- 
ment, or as a substitute for it.’? Yes, sir, he im- 
mediately prepared his substitute. The subject was 
not new to him, as we all know; but the existing 
condition of things could not possibly have been 
known to him personally until his arrival in Wash- 
ington. He was quickly called into consultation, 
and his capacities as a manager at once put in re- 
quisition. He required no time for deliberation; 
the operations of his intellect were as rapid as the 
movements of electricity. There is really a most 
marvelous celerity in the action of his mind, and 
so ymodestly described by himself in this epistle; 
the flashes of divine intuition can scarcely indeed 
be imagined to be more instantaneous. ‘‘After- 
wards,” he says, ‘* J found Mr. Webster’s pro- 
posed amendment, and I discovered it contained all 
the provisions I had contemplated, very tersely ex- 
pressed.” Prodigious! He actually found that 
Mr. Webster’s amendment contained all the provis- 
ions he had contemplated, and seems to have been 
nota little gratified that two great intellects (about 
the greatness of one of which there is certainly 
no doubt anywhere) should so happily have har- 
monized. The only difference between them ap- 
pears to have been, that what may have possibly 
cost the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
several days and nights of anxious contemplation 
and painful scrutiny, was struck out at a single 
heat by the honorable Senator from the Empire 
State. It certainly must be looked upon as a for- 
tunate circumstance for the country that the amend- 
ment of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
found favor in the eyes of his illustrious contem- 
porary; and perhaps it may be somewhat gratify- 
ing, too, to the pride of the lestsnemiontl Senator, 
(but I must be permitted to doubt this a little,) to 
know that his amendment has been honored with 
the special commendation of the honorable Senator 
from New York, both as to style and substance. 
He pronounced it to be very tersely expressed; that 
is to say, ‘‘neatly” expressed—‘‘ clear without 
pomposity.”” I regarded the fame of the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts as a literary man as 
quite well established before; no one who defers 
to the critical acumen of the honorable Senator 
from New York will hereafter doubt the compe- 
tency of the distinguished gentleman thus com- 
mended to draw upa short amendment in suitable 
parliamentary language. I hope I may be here 
indulged in a comparison without incurring the 
charge of profanity. When the Great Author of 
the Universe ‘in the beginning created the heavens 
and the earth,” and had brought his goodly work 
to a conclusion, he is represented to have looked 
upon it, and to have pronounced it “ very good.” 
nd so, in like manner, the honorable Senator 
from New York, glancing over the amendment of 
the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, and 
nding it to correspond in substance with his own, 
gravely pronounced it to be ** very good,” and pro- 
ceceed to act upon it without delay. ‘I took Mr. 
Webster’s amendment,” says he, ‘and, having 
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tee of Ways and Means, soon informed me that 
the committee would report the amendment, with 
some slight modifications, to which I did not ob- 
ject.” “I spent,” says he, *‘ the residue of the 
day in urging the adoption of the amendment of 


members of the House. 

But his labors did not end here, Mr. President— 
nothing like it. To be sure he had swept all ob- 
stacles before him in one house of Congress, but 
he had yet to encounter still more serious obstacles 
in the Senate. Besides, the hour of midnight had 
arrived, and all the surrounding circumstances 
tions in this body. 
time—not altogether unfavorable to the contem- 
plated scheme of operation. ‘The members of the 
Senate might be found overwearied with their 


the Waker amendment, and, of course, the ene- 
mies of the new one, might, at that late hour of 


dark deed which had been plotted might be accom- 
plished even after the constitutional term of legisla- 
tion had expired. Note, Mr. President, if you 


had never then occupied a seat in either House of 
Congress, and could not be inducted into the seat 
in this Hall, then adorned by an accomplished 
gentleman, now no longer among us, until the suc- 


take upon himself the performance of legislative 
functions, more ample in their scope and more 
difficult in their execution than any American 


his labors had terminated in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, he glided most dispatchfully into the 
Hall of the Senate, and there, says he, ‘‘ I exerted 
myself to procure the assent of the Senate to the 
amendment, and I insisted that no different pro- 
vision ought to pass. I continued my efforts until 


of the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House. It is well known that the whole design of 


that disagreement.”’ 

Such are the statements of the extraordinary 
letter published in the National Intelligencer, on 
the 29th of March last, over the signature of the 
honorable Senator from the Empire State, now 
present. 
wonderful epistle? Does it not abound in surpris- 
ing statements? 
markable achievements upon the parliamentary 
arena? Is not this letter destined to awaken the 
astonishment of all posterity? There is nothing, 


ancient and modern, from Herodotus down to Mac- 


from New York, as recorded by himself. I have 
several times seen noted equestrians of the circus 
perform high feats of horsemanship that astonished 
all beholders. 
astride of two horses at the same time, riding 
around the ring with an affected clownishness of 
manner, fitted to awaken among the uninitiated 
serious alarm for his safety, and yet presently de- 
scending again to earth unhurt and even exultant; 
but never did [ before hear of a single individual, 
however skilled in the mysteries of law-making, 


tional Legislature, representing twenty millions of 
people, and so controlling the great and complex 


every part of it perform its appropriate functions, 


of membership in either of them, or even possess- 
ing a right to raise his voice in debate. Indeed, in 
this instance it seems that the experiment attempt- 
ed did, in point of fact, ultimately fail, as the snb- 
stituted amendment of the House was not ratified 
by the Senate. And yet must the efforts of the 
honorable Senator from New York be regarded as 
not altogether successless, since he aided so ef- 


the Committee of Ways and Means upon the | 
,’ 


were aay unpropitious to renewed delibera- | 
And yet there was one cir- | 
cumstance—possibly quite unthought of at the | 


severe legislative labors—some of the friends of | 


the night, be perchance asleep or absent, and the | 


please—and I call upon the country to observe— | 
that the honorable Senator from the Empire State | 


ceeding Monday. And yet he did not hesitate to | 


statesman had ever before thought of assuming. | 
Having been formally put in charge of this matter | 
in the manner described, and the whole “modus | 
operandi”’ having been left to his jadgment, when | 


the Senate decided to disagree to the amendment | 


a government for California failed by reason of 


And now, Mr. President, is not this a 


Does it not describe most re- | 


I think, so striking in all the pages of history, | 


aulay, as these exploits of the honorable Senator || 


I have seen Harlequin himself | 


successfully taking charge of two houses of a Na- | 


machinery of parliamentary proceeding as to make | 


strictly according to order, in both departments, | 
without himself enjoying at the time the privileges 
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pect of presidential honors in futuro by means of 
|| ite fierce agitation in the free States of the North, 

| And now, speaking of the Presidency, let us 
|| return for a moment to the remarks of the honor- 
| able Senator to which I am now replying. He 
| calls himself ‘* the personal friend—the onwaver- 
ing friend’”’—[Mr. Dovee, of lowa, from his seat, 
\| ** devoted’’|—yes, sir, “the devoted friend” of 
'| General Jamea Watson Webb, editor of the New 
| York Courier and Enquirer. Why, Mr. Presi- 
| dent, how is this? How are we to understand the 
honorable Senator? I am assured by one whom I 
presume to be correctly informed, that until a very 
recent period indeed, the relations between the 
honorable Senator from New York and the subject 
of his present commendations were by no means 
of an amicable character! I am told that few 
'| presses in the Union have generally displayed 
| more hostility to the honorable Senator from New 
| York than that of the Courier and Enquirer, 
'| Lately, to be sure, it seems to have changed its 
| tone considerably; and, I am told, it has actually 
| 














ventured to suggest the honorable Senator from 
|| New York as the most suitable person to receive 
|| the next Whig nomination for the Presidency. 
|| Now, through the little window I have just opened, 

it may be that some rays of light will come in to 
\| irradiate the darkness heretofore enshrouding the 

subject of present inquiry. I can, at any rate, now 
| see pretty plainly how it is that the honorable 

Senators from New York can be, and ought to be, 
|| the friend of the commissioned but not yet con- 

firmed emissary to Vienna. I can understand not 
'| only how he might well be hie friend, bat also 
| how his heart might pulsate with grateful emotions 
|| for kindness exercised and partiality displayed. 

But the word unwavering is still incomprehensible, 

as the amity between them is of too recent origin 

to have been yet severely tested, and may be des- 

tined to grow extinct before the fruit of honor 

shall have been gathered from the tree of political 
| promise. It may be that his friendship—so eud- 
| den, so tender, so devoted—ia fated to evaporate 
| whenaoever our minister to Vienna shall have re- 
| turned to his editorial chair in New York, and 
under the influence of some new fantasy, shall 
have suggested the name of some other presiden- 
‘| tial candidate in preference to that of the honorable 
| Senator from the Empire State. ! should regret 
this extremely, sir; a mutual affection like that un- 
der review, so romantically springing up in two 
young hearts, within whose recesses the cold 
principles of political and pecuniary calculation 
have never found entrance, should, for the honor 
of human nature, be preserved in all its original 
freshness and fervor, until eager apnetite shall be 
at last swallowed up in measureless fruition. 

There is one view of this matter, Mr. President, 
that remains yet to be stated. The honorable 
|| Senator from New York tells us that he hes docu- 
ments in his possession of a nature to extenuate, 
if notentirely free from censure, his friend, between 
| whom and himself an ocean now rolls its billows, 
but for whom he still cherishes a devotion as in- 
| tense as that which he felt before time and spice 

had separated them so ecaeees but he says that 
these documents ‘are of such a nature that, in 
justice to the domestic relations of that individual, 
\| he ia not at liberty to give them to the world.’’ 
Well, sir, | regret very deeply, then, that he allu- 
\| ded to these documents at all. I regret it, sir, for 
‘| the sake of the individual chiefly interested, whore 
character, and perhaps that of a portion of his 
family, may suffer serious detriment from the 
| superserviceable zeal of his champion on this @oor. 
If this topic had not been introduced, we might 
| have supposed that some public reasons, not proper 
|| to be disclosed, connected with our diplomatic re- 
|| lations with Austria, had instigated the precipitate 
|| flight of this renowned Mercury of the press acrosa 
the stormy ocean. Now, through the indiscretion 
of his most loving advocate, we know that no such 
| public reasons have operated, and we know in 
| addition that there are some reasons connected 
|| with the domestic relations of this personage which 
| have made it necessary that he should quit his na- 
| tive country in such ungraceful haste. Curiosity 
|| will spring up in all minds now, sir, as to the 
} exact nature of these domestic reasons; some will 
conjecture them to be of one character, some of 








shown it to Mr. Ewing, who left the whole subject 
to my own Judgment | visited many members of 
the House of resentatives and urged the adop- 
tion of it. Mr. Vinton, chairman of the Commit- 


ficiently in defeating the amendment of the honor- | another. The newspapers of the country will take 
able Senator from Wiaconsin, and thus managed | up the inviting theme, and edify their respective 
to keep the question of slavery in the Territories | readers with various shrewd conjectures as to the 
Open, 80 as to secure to himself some faint pros- | cause of our minister’sexodus. The leter-writers, 
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a most prying, ingenious, and active class, will } 
manage to cast still more and more confusion over } 
the ample field of conjecture. Old men will talk || 
wisely over the supposed domestic distresses of | 
the unhappy Webb. Young men will jest sport- || 
ively, and with all the ludicrous aggravations | 
which a mischievous vivacity can engender. The | 
whole country, sir, will be infallibly occupied fora | 
month or two to come in considering the overpow- | 
ering domestic woes which have come upon the 
once happy editor of the Courier and Enquirer of 
New York; and without some speedy explanation | 
of the mystery now existing, the world at large | 
will come to the conclusion, in less than three || 
months, that General James Watson Webb, our 
nominated minister to Vienna, is the most unhap- 
py man in everything touching his domestic con- | 
cerns to be found in all Christendom. The honor- || 
able Senator from New York has certainly been 
particularly unfortunate of late. It was but the 
other day that he was very near ruining the fair 
fame, and destroying the well-earned popularity of || 
the illustrious champion of temperance, the Rev- | 
erend Theobald Mathew, by fixing upon him the | 
odium of abolition. Now, he has succeeded in ef- \ 
fectually disgracing his own special friend and edi- |, 
torial advocate by adding to the discredit of official | 
delinquency the suspicion of domestic infelicity. | 
Weli might the unfortunate gentleman, who is || 
now, perhaps, drinking Tokay at Austrian tables, 

| 

} 


} 
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or smiling joyously beneath the glances of impe- 
rial condescension, exclaim, with all the emphasis 
appropriate to persecuted innocence, ‘‘ Save me 
from my friends, and I’ll take care of my enemies.”’ 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, as this resolution | 
proposes a very great change in the foreign policy 
of this country, in case of its adoption, I hope the 
vote will not be pressed at the present time, but 
will be postponed to some future day. 

Mr. FOOTE said that, for one, he would vote || 
for the postponement, to enable Senators on the | 
other side of the Chamber to express their opinions. | 

Mr. HALE remarked that he had a few words 1 
which he wished to say, but he did not then wish |! 
to take up the time of the Senate. He would || 
therefore move to lay the motion to refer on the |, 
table, for the present, and stated that he would |, 
himeelf call it up again. | 

Mr. CASS observed that this was only a resolu- | 
tion of inquiry, and any debate upon it could be |) 
had when it was reported upon by the committee. | 

Mr. HALE. I know, as well as the honorable | 
Senator from Michigan, that it is only a resolution || 
of inquiry; but, as a resolution of inquiry, it is | 
more open to fair and unprejudiced discussion now |, 
than it will be when it comes before us from the | 
committee, backed up with the decision for it or 
against it. Or it may be that the committee, in its 
prudence and discretion, may make the same dis- 


| 


| 
1| 
| 
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position of it that the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee intimated would be made of another 
matter which it was proposed to refer to them— 
that is, to take care that it should not see the light | 
again, if it was sent tothem. That may probably | 
be the case with this resolution. But as it is now 
before us, and as such a wide field as this has been || 
opened, covering not only the merits of Austria, 
but also of General James Watson Webb, it seems 
to me that this is a fair place to meet it in; and I 
wish that it may be postponed until such time as || 
may suit the convenience of the Senate, as I have | 
a few words that [ wish to say, though but a few. 

Mr. KING suggested that it be postponed to a 
certain day. 

Mr. HALE withdrew his motion to lay upon | 
the table, and moved that the further considera- | 
tion of the resolution be postponed till Monday | 





next, at which time he would himself call it up | 


in. 
haa FOOTE said, as he wished hia resolution | 
to become the order of the day on Monday, he | 
would suggest that the postponement reach only | 
til] to-morrow. i] 
A Senaror remarked that the Senate would | 
probably adjourn over to-morrow. | 
Mr. FOOTE then suggested that it be postponed _ 
to Tuesday next. 
Mr. HALE not acquiescing in the suggestion, | 
the question was taken upon his motion to post- | 
pone until Monday next; which was decided in | 
affirmative. | 
Mr. DOWNS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave of the Senate to introdnce a bill author- | 
izing new selections of land in lieu of worthless || 


school sections, or sections of inferior quality, and 
for other purposes. 


On motion, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on 
Monday next. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


|| of Executive business; and after some time so 
|| spent, the doors were reopened, 


And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 7, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 


| proved. 


RULES OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. KAUFMAN rose and said, it would be 


| recollected that the rules of the last House of Repre- 


sentatives had been adopted for the government of 


|| the present House until the 15th day of the cur- 


rent month; and that a committee had been ap- 


| pointed to recommend such amendments or modi- 
The commit- | 


fications as might appear requisite. 
tee had had the subject under consideration, and had 
instructed him to report certain amendments. He 


_ would ask that the report be laid upon the table 


and printed, and that it be made the special order 
of the day for Thursday next. 


Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi- | 


ness, and gave notice that he should object to 
everything that was out of the regular course. 

Mr. KAUFMAN appealed to Mr. Ince to with- 
draw his objection. 

Mr. INGE did not withdraw it. 

Mr. KAUFMAN (addressing the Speaker) 
said he believed that it was in order to-day to 
move a suspersion of the rules. 

The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the rules of the 


| House be suspended, to enable him to make the 


report, and the motions he had indicated concern- 
ing it. 

And the question, ‘ Shall the rules be suspend- 
ed ?”’ was taken, and decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 112, noes 43. 

Mr. KAUFMAN then presented the report; 
and, on his motion, it was laid on the table, or- 
dered to be printed, and made the special order of 
the day for Thursday next. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. MORTON rose and said, that he had risen | 


for the purpose of exercising the privilege, under 
the permission and courtesy~of the House, of ex- 
plaining his position, and repelling assaults made 


| upon him in his official capacity. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Morrow] asks the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a personal explanation. 

Objections were made. 

So Mr. Morton resumed his seat. 


OFFICERS OF THE HOUSE. 
The SPEAKER. The regular business is the 


| execution of the order heretofore adopted by the 


House, in relation to the election of officers. The 


| gentlemen appointed as tellers on a former occa- 


sion are requested to resume their seats at the 
Clerk’s table. 

Thereupon, Messrs. Tompson of Pennsylva- 
nia, Crowett of Ohio, Wuite of New York, 


,and Haratson of Georgia, resumed their seats 


at the Clerk’s table. 
The roll was then called; when the tellers re- 
ported that 220 votes had been given; necessary to 


| achoice 111; of which 


Mr. John W. Forney received..........107 
Mr. Thomas J. Campbell.............+. 94 
Bir. C.W. Phileo, .ccccsctcscccccccccs 
Mr. Nathan Sargent. ......2...sseeeees 
Bie! Bolemon Pott. occ cicccisccsccccs 
Mr. Benjamin B. French............006 
Mr. John AC. Mudd. ......ccceeccese 
Or Ds WE GO. CAR ido dain vs cece cdan 
Mr. P. B. Prindle. ....cccccccccccecces 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For John W. Forney—Messr2, Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
| Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 


Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, J. 
Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, H. Cobb, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dun- 
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ham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, F 
Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Haritne’ so", 
mond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, f. G. Harris,’ 5 7 
Harris, Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubta.y 
Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones k d, 
man, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason a 
Clernand, McDonald, McDowell, McLanahan, Rober, M. 
McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Mc Willie, Meade Miller. 
Milson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Pp, er, 
Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins Robinee’ 
Ro-s, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton’ 
Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thoma 
Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William ‘Thom ~ 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlese,’ 
Wood, Woodward, and Young. ys 
For Thomas J. Campbell—Messrs. Alston, Anderson A 
drews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, Bri > 
WSs, - Cabell, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Debderry, Dixon’ 
Duer, Duncan, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goode. 
now, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay. 
mond, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Hunter. Jacke, 
James L. Johnson, Daniel P. King, George G. King’ 
James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Marshall Me 
Gaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Moore, Morehead 
Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis. Outlaw, Owen, Phe’ 
nix, Pitman, Putaam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rock weil, 


| Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schoo! 


craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 


| Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 


Thompson, Toombs, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, White, 


| Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. 


For Mr Phileo—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, Julian, 


| Preston King, and Wilmot. 


- i Mr. Sargent—Messrs. Crowell, Horace Mann, and 
uck, 
For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Hebard, Matteson, and Dickey, 
For Mr. Mudd—Messra. Chester Butler, Alexander Evans, 
For Mr. Olark—Messrs. Thurman and Meacham. 
For Mr. Prindle— Mr. Alexander. 


No choice. 
A message in writing was received from the 


| President of the United States by the hands of 


Colonel Briss, his Private Secretary. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, rose and said that he 
desired to make a personal explanation, and to ask 
the consent of the House to be excused from 
voting. About a week ago—— 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. Harris] desired the 
unanimous consent of the House to explain his 


_ reasons for asking to be excused from voting. 


No objection having been made— 

Mr. HARRIS proceeded to say, that about a 
week ago he had agreed to pair off with Mr. Kerr. 
He (Mr. H.) supposed that that gentleman would 
return at the commencement of the present week. 
As the gentleman did not answer to his name, he 
(Mr. H.) had not voted. He hoped the House 
would excuse him from voting until the gentle- 


| man’s return. 


Mr. H. was excused. 
The roll was then called the fourth time; the 
tellers reported that 219 votes had been given in; 
necessary to a choice 110; of which 
Mr. Forney received. ...e.eeseeeeeeee elOT 
Mr. Campbell. ...-e0cccecreccesseeses 99 
PR 6 66s cam on:eanainas iene tone ee ale 
GS NER. 5s db nace de 06 ee ealinen ae oe 
Mr. Sargent. ...00ccccccsccccccccccccess 
Fe RED 0. 6.40 £9.000066 Gama Rees 6% 
Bit, Mes 6000 nnwcen-cngieseweme $400 
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The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, 
Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Williany J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, G. A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, 
Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
Sampson W. Harris, isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Hoag!and, 
Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert 
W. Johnson, Jones. Kaufman, Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Job Mann,Mason, McClernand, McDonald, McDowell, Mc- 
Lanahan, R. M. McLane McMullen, McQueen, MeWillie, 
Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, 
Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, F. P. Stanton, 
R. H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, 
Walden, Waido, Wallace, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young. 

For Mr. Oam Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bokee, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
Burrows, Chester Butler, ‘Thomas B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cling- 
man, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Deberry. Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Duncan, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Fr 
ley, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hatloway, Hampton, 
Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, Jackson, James L.. Johnson, Danie! P. King, George 


G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Marshall, 
McKissock, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, Newell, 
Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, 
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=a isley, Rockwell, Rose Rumsey Sackett, Scher- - k oi i i ith- John B. ‘Thompson, hd pmeeadihteyais Watkins White 
, neynolds, ae Shepperd, Silvester, ulding, || = nf sae and decided in the negative with Williams, nea Winther ’ ’ , , 


merhorn, . op. 
| Stanly, Alexander H. Stephens, Th Ste- || _ For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Allen, Andrews, Conger, Crowell 
Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Un- The roll was then called the fifth time. The || Diekey, Duncan, Goodenow, Grinnell” Hebard, Renry, 


tellers reported that 220 votes had been given in; || Hunter, Daniel P. King, Matieson, McKissock, Meacham, 
necessary to a choice 111; of which | Moore, Owen, Schenck, Silvester, Spaulding, Alexander 


* | : 
Mr. Forney received. ..........++0+00+ +106 | 5 aaa, us Stevens, Toombs, Underhill, and 


Mr. Camp Hl. ee ee eee ere essere ee eeese .102 i For Mr. Prindle—Messrts. Bennett, Giddings, Rumsey, 
Mr. WEE s 0 ackvt bhkbs ck bwedeonae bas 4 | Sackett, and Schoolcraft. 
Mr. French. eee eee eee ee eee eeeeeeeeee For Mr. French—Messrs.Bingham,Campbell, McGaughey, 


> i 
; and Root. 
af To eeeecrocccscoccceccosorece ? "For Me. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Preston King, 
1 
1 





een, Vinton, Watkins, White, Williams, Wilson, and 
W i Phileo—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Preston King, 
Wilnot, Giddings, and Julian. 

| For Mr. Foot—Messrs. Campbell, Matteson, McGaughey, 
) finis E. McLean, and Schenck. 

7 Por Mr. Sargent—Messrs. Crowell, Horace Mann, and 
) 


= h—Messrs. Bingham and Root. 

a - Narh— ies o 

No choice. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, rose for the 
purpose of moving that further voting for Clerk be 
stponed for the present, in order that the House 
might proceed to the election of a Sergeant-at- 
Arms. He said that he understood that the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms of the last House desired to be re- 
jieved from the duty. 

Objections were made. a fe : 

Mr. BUTLER did not persist in the motion. 

; Mr. MARSHALL rose and asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 


| and Wilmot. 
Mr. Clark.. eeeeeeeeee ee ee tee ee eeteeee For Mr. Sargent—Messrs. Horace Mann and Tuck. 


No choice. 


The roll was again called, being the seventh 
time. The tellers reported that 220 votes had been 
given in; necessary to a choice 111; of which 
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The following is the vote in detail: 


For John W. Forney—Meszrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 

| Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 

Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Mr. Foot 9) 

Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. ; Pee ee Firciien cbse we” Re Lee medias 

Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Mr. Campbell. OPP eee eee eee eee eee 14 

Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gil- || Mr. Phileo......eeeeeeeeees 

| more, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, I. G. Harris, 8. W. Harri<, 

Hibbard, Hoagland, Holladay, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, An- 

| drew Johnson, R. W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, McDon- | 

ald, McDowell, MeLanahan. Robert M. MeLane, McMul- 

len, McQueen, McWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morris, | tise : d 
Morse, Olds, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, || The following is the voie in detail: 


Mr. Forney received. ...es.s.eeeeeeeee e107 


4 
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tion. ‘ ‘ 
The resolution was read for information, as fol- 


viel That Tuomas J. Campsett, who is now per- 
forming ex gratia the duties of Clerk, should be sworn by 
the Speaker to act pro tempore as Clerk of this House, and 

that he be sworn accordingly. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. MARSHALL said it would be seen by 
gentlemen on the other side of the House that 
this wasa concession, according to his understand- 
f ing, to the point which had been raised by the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Ince] the other 
day, that the House could not proceed at all to the 
' transaction of legislative business until a Clerk 
| should have been sworn. In offering this resolu- 
tion, he (Mr. M.) yielded to the law of ’89 on that 
point. To his mind, it seemed that the gentleman 

now acting as Clerk-—— 

Calls to order interrupted Mr. M. 
The SPEAKER said debate was not in order. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he did not propose to 
debate, but he desired to move that the rules of 
the House be suspended for the purpose of en- 
abling him to introduce the resolution which had 


—— 


2: 


S 


| Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
| telle, Seddon, F. P. ‘Stanton, R. A. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, For John W. Forney—Mosers. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, 
Swe:tser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, || 

| William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wailace, || 
Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 1} 
For Th 2 O li—Messrs. A! or, _ || ell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colcock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dis- 
‘or Thomas 1m pbe esere. Alexander, Alston, An | ney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 





| Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Royd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
Joseph Cable, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, How- 


| derson, Andrews, Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Breck, 
Brigg: 3, Chest 1 4 ar, | 
EO Sahel: Snseyh P. Colawer’, Caivid, Oonnbes Guan || Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, 
Cn, Cake nnn Cn ome comraa rin, |§,6- ts ape a gars Hog ii 
| Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexan- | 4Y; ’ ’ . rye : 
| der Evans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, | be oe i on See * Sees, 
Senta seen ances ears Paeeeeets Tease axnORty || to cokan. Rabert BM. Melene, Mclbutiem’ Setheho, 
ee ee eee ee gio ee a ag me. || MeWillie, Meade. Miller, Milleon, Morria, Morse, Olds, Orr? 
. . : > a i} - i . s! a, sf, ’ 
G. King, hehe A.’ Kine. 5 odie. Marshall, Shateseee ‘oor || Parker, ‘ined es ge a ae coral Richardson, 
; i inis E. MeL eS || Robbins, Robinson, Rose, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Fred- 
eg rene Traaeelk: Cane, Oa a tearees || nah BP. Granted, Wenead @. Gunite tation, Paine: 
Sweetser. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
| William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, 


Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hacker, 





Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, Pha- 
aes Pitman, Putnam, — ao Risley, Rockwell, 
ose, Rumsey. Sackett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- / : . 3 
craft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, A. Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and Young. 
H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. Thomp- For Solomon Foot—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
son, Thurman, Toombs, Underhill, Vinton, Watkins, | Ashmun, Baker, Bennett. Bokee. Breck, Briggs, Brooks, 
White, Williams, Wilson, and Winthrop. Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler, Calvin, ¢ amp- 
For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Preston King i| bell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cole, Conger, Conrad, Cor- 
and Wilmot. , || win, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Alexander 


| Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Allen and Giddings. | Bvans, Nathan Evans, Fowler, Freedley, Goodenow. Goit, 
| been read. iiss hed ie: Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hebard, Henry 
M.CARTTER rose to inquire of the gentle. || For Mf. Scent Mesers. H- Mann and Tuck, bade 


| man from Kentucky (Mr. Marsnatt] whether he 
) [Mr. M.] did not think it would be well enough | 

to elect a Clerk before swearing him ? 

Mr. MARSHALL said he would reply to the 

remark of thegentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cartter] 
by saying that Mr. Campbell had been acting in | 
the capacity of Clerk since the commencement of 
the session, and that he ought to b=: sworn if he 
was to act in that capacity, or that ne should not 
act at all. 

The SPEAKER reminded gentlemen that all 
debate was out of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested to the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Marsnatt] a modification of 
his resolution. Instead of moving to suspend the 
tules for the resolution which had been read, Mr. 
S. suggested that the gentleman should offer a res- 
olution simply declaring that Mr. Campbell (or 
any other person) should be appointed Clerk. 
Such a resolution (Mr. S. supposed) would be in 
order under the orders of the day. This would be 


King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Matte- 
son, McGaughey, McKissock, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, 
Moore. Morehead, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Owen, Pha- 
nix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, ae Shermerhorn, School- 
craft. Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague. Stanly, A. H. 
mon Foot, of Vermont. ; ‘ : || Ste pheas, Thaddeus mavens, Tavior, John B. Thampeon, 
The roll was then again called—being the sixth || Thurman, Toombs, Tuck, (nderhill, Vinton, White, Wil- 
| time. The tellers reported that 219 votes had been || — Liege ot . BO; Gabon 2. 
i ins ; . i or Mr. mphe: esars. Anderson, FE. C. Cn od. Pe 
given in; necessary toa choice 110; of which Caldwell, Clingman, Deherry, Haymond, Hilliard. George 
Mr. Forne received... eee eee ere eee eeee -106 G. King. Levin, Marshall, Morton, Outlaw, and Watkinea, 
Mr. Campbell. .....eeccscccseccsseeees 72 | For Mr. Phileo—Messrs. Durkee, Julian, Preston King, 
ON Oe ee ees er er | and Wilmot. 
Mr. Prindle | For Mr. French—Mersre. Bingham and Root. 
. eevee ee ee ee er ee ee ee eeeeeeeneae For Mr. Prindle—Mr. Giddings. 
FE. FO Riive 0:56 0 v saedicotiedas Weeds 
Mr. Phileo ....ceccccccesecccccccccces 


Mr. Sargent ...cccccccccccccccccesecss 


For Mr. Gouverneur—Mr. Holmes, 
For Mr. Clarke—Mr. Meacham. 


No choice. 
Mr. SCHENCK then rose and nominated Solo- | 











For Mr. Gouverneur--Mr. Holmes. 


No choice. 
Mr. HARALSON moved that the House do 


now adjourn. 


| ue en 


Ls) 
o 


1 . . . 
The following is the vote in detail: The question waa taken and decided in the neg- 
For John W. Forney—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, || &tive. ; 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bow- So the House refused to adjourn. 
lin, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, 
merely changing the form of the proposition. Joseph Cable, Gouge A. Cathwel, Onesies Cosstend, Bow. THE EIGHTH OF JANUARY. 
The i . ell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Daniel, Dimmick, Dis- 
was deed Gy is felon aid thane oa ney, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, Mr. McMULLEN eent to the Clerk’s table a 





8 suspensi . i G. Harrie, Sampson W. Harris, Hibbard, Hoagiand, Holla. || question, [a copy of which could not be obtained,} 
pension of the rules. The question wes on day, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Anirew Johnson, Robert W. || proposing to express the sense of the House in 


Sa ae eee me ear agg ae mpeg dob || regard to the achievements of the American arms 
ann, Mason ernand, McDonald, McDowell, Me- : ys 
Lanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQneen, Me- || &t New Orleans in ee nt the 
Willie, Meade, Miller, Millzon, Morris, Morse, Olds, Orr, || day by adjourning over ti ednesday next. 
Parker, Peaslee, Phelps, Putter, Powell, Richardson, Kob- The SPEAKER aaid, the resolution was nota 
bins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sa) telle, Seddon, Frederick || privileged question, and could only be introduced, 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, therefore, by unanimous consent, or under a sus- 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, William tore, by id hs } 
Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wellborn, || pension of the rules. [t would, however, be in 
Whittlesey, Woodward, and Young. order for the gentleman to move that when the 


Fer Thomas J. Campbell—Messrs. Alston, Anderson ; it adjourn to meet 
Achioun, Baker, fiokee ir ck Brie, Bronk, ows c: aoe adjourns, it adj on Wednesday 
Butler: omas B. Butler, E. C. Cabe ose . Cald- . , , 
well, Calvin, Casey, Chandier, Clarke, Clineman, Cole. Con- Mr. McMULLEN submitted that motion. 

rad, sang tn ee pace, a ae aa Mr. KAUFMAN asked the yeas and nays; 
Nathan Evans, Fowler ~diey tt u allowa : : es 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Hilliard, Houston, Howe, Jack. oe th ee and being taken, were—yeas 
son, J. L. Johnson, George G. Kine, James G. King, John » Nays * 

A. King, Levin, Marshall, Finis E. McLean, Morehead, So the motion was rejected. 


Newell, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Phenix, Pit: ‘ 
hore tana Weed. Reytolae itisler,, Rockwell,Rove,Scher. || _And then, on motion of Mr. VENABLE, the 


, 

: 

) 

; : Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hackett, Hall, : : ; ae 

. kind suggested would not be in order, except under || Hamilton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Harmanson, Isham || Fe8lution, which he said he offered as a privileged 
: 

j 


the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. 
MARSHALL,] to suspend the rules to enable him to 
introduce the resolution which had been read. 





: _And the question having been taken, it was de- 
cided in the negative without a division. 

) Mr. KAUFMAN asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to introduce areaolution. It was 
. read for information, as follows: 

Resolved, That on the next vote for Clerk, the person 
having a plurality shall be declared elected. 

The resolation having been read, objections 
were made to its introduction. 

‘ _Mr. KAUFMAN, remarking that in the elec- 
’ tion of Speaker the rule he proposed had worked 
admirably, moved that the rules of the House be 
. suspended, for the purpose of enabling him to in- 
\roduce the resolution. 

And the question, * Shall the rules be suspend- 


her- ° 
merhorn, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Taylor, |{ House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Abraham Byrd, a citi- 
nen of Cape Girardeau county, Missouri, praying Congress 
to confirm a tide founded on a Spanish concession to a tract 
of land ia said county and State. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of James Russesl, of the 
county of Cape Girardeau, State of Missouri, praying Con- | 
gress to confirm a title fuunded on a Spanish concession to | 
a tract of land in said county and State. Both of which 
were referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of A. Wheeler and twenty-three others, 
citizens of Ripley county, Missouri, praying the establish- | 
ment of a mail route from Van Buren. in the county of Rip- | 
re via Widow McFadden’s, of Black river, in the county | 
0 Wayae, to Greenville, in the connty last aforesaid. | 

Also, the petition of Robert P. Siaughter and sixty-two | 
others, citizens of Missouri and lilinois, atong the route | 
proposed, praying the establishment of a mail route from | 
Apple Creek Post Office, in the county of Cape Girardean, | 
via Wittenberg, and crossing the Mississippi at Wood and 
Spruce’s Ferry, and intersecting the route leading from Cairo 
to Chester, [linois, at Marfreesboro’, a distance in all of 
about thirty-six miles. Both of which were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Alay, the petition of G. A. Walker and sixty-one others, 
citizens of Missouri, praying the establishment of a com- 
mercial route between the western limita of Missouri and 
Jalifornia, whereby the citizena may be accommodated with 


a safe, cheap, and direct transmission in the interchanges of || 


products between California and the valley of the Mississip- | 
pi. Referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of John Romain, a soldier of the late 
war with Great Britain, and now a citizen of St. Louis 
county, Missouri, praying for a pension on account of 
wounds received whilst in the service of the United States | 
during that war, which have so disabled him in his old age | 
as to render him incapable of labor for a support; which | 
was referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Michael Conrad and one hundred | 
and seven others, citizens of the county of St. Louis, Mis- | 
souri, and township of Carondelet, praying Congress to con- 





firm their survey of commons as surveyed and established || 


by Surveyors General Rector, McRea, Willburn, and Lang- 
ham; which was referred to the Committee on Private | 
Land Claima. 

Also, the petition of Napoleon Brown, Arabra Brown, and | 
Catharine Brown, citizens of Wayne county, Missouri, | 
praying to be allowed to change certain land entries made | 
under mistake, by which they have lost their improvements | 
of fourteen years, and their entry falle upon lands utterly 
valueless, Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petition of John 
B. Richeson, and other heirs of Colonel Holt Richeson, 
claiming compensation for the revolutionary services of said 
Holt Richeson. 

Also, the petition of Joseph D. Ward, for a pension, on | 
account of wounds received in the Mexican war. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Lee, and 298 other citizens 
of Mason and Lewis counties, Kentucky, protesting against 
the employment of chaplains by Congress, or in the army 
or navy, and declaring appropriations of the public reve- 
nues for that purpose unconstitutional. 

Also, the petition of Win. Greer, praying payment of a 
balance due for printing. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Devlin, of the United States | 
marine corps, praying that he may be paid the usual allow- 
ance granted to an Assistant Quartermaster. 

By Mr. GERRY: The memorial of C. J. Abbott, adminis- 
trator of the estate of Otis Little, and others, of Castine, | 
Maine, praving for indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
the year 1800; and asked that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Wm, Hall and 150 others; and of | 
Deacon John Sibley and 125 others, praying the abolition of 
the office of chaplain, wherever now employed at the ex- | 

nee of the Government. 

[Mr. GERRY desired to say, in presenting these petitions, | 
that while he could not concur in the views of the petition- 
ers, as set forth in their memorial, still, entertaining a pro- 
found respect for the right of petition, and a high regard for 
the memorialista, he asked that the petitions be read, and 
referred to the Committee on the een 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Josiah Haight and other | 
citizens of Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress 
to grant an appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
at the mouth of Cattaraugus creek. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Alao, the petition of John C. Van Duver and other citizens 
of Chautauque county, New York, praying Congress to pass | 
a law giving pensions to the widows of all revolutionary | 


soldiers. Referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 


aions. 

By Mr. HOAGLAND: A resolution of the General As- 
sembly of the State of Ohio, asking for the passage of a law | 
reducing the price of the public lands in the vicinity of the 
Wabash and Erie and Miami Extension canals. Referred | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. MASON: The petition of Uriah Wilson, for a 
nae for services in the Indian wars. The petition of | 

oseph Carter, fora pension. The petition of John Jones, | 


} 
fora pension. The petition of the heirs of Thomas Fletciier, | 
deceased, praying that the executors of said deceased be | 
released from a certain bond p2yab'e to the United States; | 
which were referred appropriately. 
By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: The petition of John 
Fieher and 53 others, citizens of Mississippi, praying the es- 
tablishment of a mail route from Aberdeen, Mississippi, via | 
Camargo, Harrisburg, Ellistown, to Ripley, Mississippi. Re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 
By Mr. PHOENIX: Petition of 145 merchants in the city 
of New York, engaged in foreign commerce, for “an act to | 
Himit the responsibility of ship owners and for other pur- | 
een, 
Also, the petition of William G. coe, executor of 


the estate of J. J. Bulow, jr., to be indemnified for property 


| 


| 





destroyed by the Seminole Indians while in the occupancy- 
of the United States troops. 

Also, the petition of Catharine Clark, widow of Joseph 
Clark, a seaman, for a pension. 

Also, six several petitions from citizens, merch nts, bank- 
ers, &c., praying for a mint in the city of New York. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New York in favorof a 
reduction in the rates of postage. 

Mr. P. moved that the petition and papers relating to the 
claim of R bert Roberts be taken from the files and referred 
to the Commitiee of Claims, Agreed to. 

Mr. P. also moved to take from the files the papers rela- 
ting to the duty on maize destroyed by fire in New York in 
1845, and that they be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. Agreed to. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: A memorial for the establishment of a 
Branch Mint in the city of New York, signed by Cyrus P. 
Smith and others. Referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of James Francia for a 
pension, in consideration of injuries received during the late 
war with Great Britain. Referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

By Mr. WALLACE: The petition of the Hon. William 
T. Nicho!ls, and twenty-seven other citizens of South Car- 
olina, praving that a mail route be established from Pacolet 
Mills to White Plains,in the said State; and asked that the 
same be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 


|| Post Roads. 


By Mr. FREEDLEY: ‘The petition of William D. Shaw, 
for compensation for beefsupplied to the United States troops 
at Fort Gibson, in the Cres k Nation, in 1842. 

Also, the petition of John Coltman, son of Capt. Robert 
Coltman, of the revolutionary army, for compensation for 
revolutionary services rendered, 

Ry M-.GRINNELI.: The petition of citizens of Nan- 
tucket, for a light-houce on the west end of that island. 

Also, of citizens of Massachusetts for cheap postage. 

By Mr. KiNG, of Massachusetts: The petition of the 
heirs of Gen. Baron De Kalb. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Lieut. Wadley Noyes of 
the revolutionary army. 

Also, the petition of Job Dennen for relief on account of 


|| seizure and condemnation of his schooner Director, by the 


British. 

Also, the petition of William R. Robinson and others, for 
relief on account of French spoliations. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The memorial of Luther Wilson and 


|| 320 other citizens of the State of New York, asking that an 


act may be passed directing a survey to be made of Twelve 
Mile Creek and vicinity, in the county of Niagara, New 
York, with a view to the construction of a harbor at the 
mouth of said creek. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By M-. FITCH, of Indiana: The petition of citizens of 
Pulaski and White counties, Indiana, for a post route from 
Lafayette through Monticello and Winawac to Plymouth, 
Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. UNDERHILL: The petition of sundry citizens of 
New York for an appropriation to remove the rocks in Hurl- 
gate, New York. Referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Thomas H. Leggett, of New York, 
for the return of certain duties. Referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland: The petition of George F. 
Warfield, praying indemnity for French spoliations com- 
mitted prior to 1800. 

Also, the petition of Mary Lee and others upon the same 
subject. 7 

Also, the memorial of Elizabeth Ring, of Baltimore, widow 
of Captain Thomas Ring, praying the like indemnity. All 
which several memorials and petitions were, upon the mo- 
tion of Mr. Evans, referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of the Governor and Board 
of Public Works of the State of Wisconsin, for a grant of a 
certain military reservation, to aidin the improvement of 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the county of Manitoo- 
woe, asking an appropriation to improve the harbor at the 
mouth of the Manitoowoc river. 

Also, the petition of H. N. Ross and one hundred and 


|| twenty-nine citizens of the county of Sheboygan, asking the 
| reduction of postage to two cents, and that the privilege of 
| franking be abolished. 


Also, the petition of citizens of the State of Wisconsin, 
asking the passage of a law to authorize the Postmaster 
General to contract for carrving the mail from Buffalo to 
Detroit, through Canada, during the suspension ofnavigation 


|| on the Lakes. 


Also. the petition for an appropriation to improve the har- 
bor at Manitoowoc. 
Also, the petition for a mail route from Dartford by State 


|| Center and White river settlement, to the county seat of 


Portage county, in Wisconsin. 

By Mr. SILVESTER: The petition of Jehiel Tuttle for 
a pension, Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Also, the petition of Hannah Ten Broeck, for a pension. 
Referred to the Comm 'ttee on Pensions. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of the Trustees of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Yorktown, Westchester coun- 
tv, New York, praying for the payment of their church edi- 
fice, parsonage, &c., burnt by the British in the revolution- 
ary war. Referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the petition of Byard & Paul, and other citizens of 
New York, praying for an appropriation to remove obetruc- 
tions in the Hurigate channel, near New York harbor. 

by Mr. YOUNG: The petition of his Excellency Augus- 
tus C. French, (Governor of the State of Minois,) John 
Moore, and jive others, citizens of Illinois, asking Cong ess 
to gran? to Jacob Shy a quarter section of land, in consi ‘er- 
atice of disability incurred in the military service of the 
United States, in the army of the Northwest, under Ger.eral 
Harrison. Referred to the Committee on Public Landz. 

Also, the petition of James Eagleton and one handred 
and fifteen others, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Lawrenceville, in Lawrence county, Illinois, to Rob- 
inson, in Crawford county, Illinois. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Also, the petition of Samuel Baker and on 
sixteen others, asking Congress vo grant ene and 
who served in the Northwestern Territory, between 
years 1783 and 1795, the same relief that is now Riven to the 
diers who served in the revolutionary war ; or that awn” 
act may be passed, a lowing said Buker the same relief y 
is extended to soldiers of the revolutionary war, Re bay 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, the petition of ‘Thomas Spencer, of Iinois aski 
pension in consideration of military services rendered inne 
Wabash country, under General Clark, and for other oo 
tary services. Referred to the Committee on Revolutions : 
Pensions. my 

Also, the petition of David Murphy and 53 others, 
of Effingham county, in the State of Illinois, remonstratiy 
against the appropriation of the national funds to support : 
national! clergy for the Houses of Congress, for the army a 
navy, for military schools and Indian stations. Referred 1, 
the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Also, the petition of H. Alexander and William Wijgo 
late register and receiver of the land office at Palestine i: 
the State of Illinois, and James McLean, present register, 
asking that the same compensation may he allowed to eaci 
officer on lands already located and on those that may be 
located hereafter with land warrants, as is allowed where 
lands are located with money. Referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Allison and 42 others, askjng 
the estallishment of a mail-route, in Hlinois, from Marshai) 
in Clark county, through Salisbury, in Coles county, p; 
Campbell and Springville post offices, to Shelbyville, i, 
Shelby county. 7 

Also, the petition of William Dryden and 42 others, ci). 
zens of Coles county, in the State of Illinois, for the same 
purpose. Referred to the Committee on the Post Offices and 
Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. GERRY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of Nat, 
Davis, William Gove, and Benjamin Cresey be taken from 
the files of this House and referred to the Committee op, 
Nava! Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. GERRY, it was also 

Ordered, That the petitions and papers in the case of 
David Towle be taken from the files of this House and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Citizens 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, January 7, 1850. 


Mr. HALE presented a memorial of the legal 
representatives of William Ham; a memoris! of 
John McClintock and others, of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire; a memorial of the heirs-at-law of 
Samuel Hill; and a memorial of Elizabeth H. 
Thacker, asking indemnity for French spoliations 
prior to 1800; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, the petition of Lois Brewster, widow of a 
revolutionary soldier, asking to be allowed a pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


LIBERIA. 

Mr. CLAY presented the memorial of JohnD. 
D. Rosset, asking indemnity ‘or French spolia- 
tions; which was ordered to Tie on the table. 

Also, a memorial from Ether Shepley and others, 
citizens of Portland, Maine, asking that the Re- 
public of Liberia, in Africa, may be acknowledged 
as an independent nation. 

This petition, said the honorable gentleman, 
sets forth facts which are known to the Senate— 
that the Republic of Liberia has been acknow!- 
edged by some of the governments of Europe, and 
is now in successful progress; that it has succeed- 
ed in the establishment of its government, and in 
establishing schools, and churches, and other in- 
stitutions. They therefore ask us to unite in its 
recognition as a republic. I move that it be re- 
ferred, without reading, to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

The memorial was referred accordingly. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

Mr. GREENE presented the memorial of Wm. 
C. Gibbs and others, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Andrew Glassell, and the memorial of the 
heirs of John Dunlop, asking indemnity for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 


PATENTS. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented four petitions from 


manufacturers of shoe lasts, and other citizens of 


Massachusetts, praying to be protected against for- 
eign violations of their patent rights. 


He also presented the memorial of Thomas 
Blanchard, inventor of a machine called * Blanch- 
ard’s self-directing machine,” asking to be pro 
tected against violations of his patent right. 

I present these memorials, said the honorable 
gentleman, from various parts of the country, 
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es in the use of their license from Thomas | 
Blanchard, who holds a patent for a machine for | 
working articles in wood and stone, and which is | 
avery useful machine. Mr. Blanchard unites with | 
the memorialists in praying that Congress will do | 
something for the protection of his interests, and 

especially the interests of those who hold licenses || 
yoder hia patent. It had been hoped that enough 

had been done, but there seems to be no end to the 

ingenuity of man in evading legal prohibitions. 

jt has become customary, within the last few 
years, for persons to take this machine and carry 
‘tinto the British provinces, and there manufac- 
ture shoe-lasts, gun-stocks, and everything of that | 
kind, and import them into the United States at an | 
ad valorem duty. I desire to present these me- 








the Committee on Patents, and I give notice that | 


shall, to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill on || 


this subject, that it may be referred also to the | 
same committee, for the purpose, if it should meet 
with approbation, of putting an end to this new | 
form of piracy. 

The ‘our petitions were referred to the Commit- 
teeon Patents, and the petition of Blanchard to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


VARIOUS PETITIONS. | 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of cit- 
izens of the United States asking that diplomatic 
intercourse between the Government of the United 
Siates and the Austrian Empire may be suspend- 
ed; which was referred to the Committee on For- 
eizn Relations. 

Also, the memorial of George R. Herrick, ask- 
ing compensation for servicea as a clerk in the 





| 


ofice of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; || 


which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of West Troy, 
New York, asking that the soldiers who served in 
the Florida war may be allowed the same bounty 
land that was granted to those who served in the | 
war with Mexico; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of Wil- 
liam C. Brown, United States marshal for the dis- 
trict of Georgia, asking an increase of compensa- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Henry F. Willink, asking 
seb p05 to purchase a certain lot of ground be- 
onging to the United States in the city of Savan- 
nah, Georgia; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the petition of the regis- 
ters and receivers of the land office at Jackson, 
Mississippi, asking to be allowed a commission on 
the entries of military bounty land warrants; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented forty 
petitions, numerously signed by citizens of Mas- 





sachusetts, asking that corporal punishment may || 


be abolished in the navy of the United States; 
hae were referred to the Committee on Naval 
alrs. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of the heirs 
of James Chase, asking indemnity for French spo- 
lations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Also, the memorial of Charles Byrne, asking to 

allowed interest on money paid for lands and 
refunded to the United States on account of defect- 





the Public Lands. 

Mr. MILLER presented the petition of the 
manufacturers of shoe-lasts in the city of New 
York, asking to be protected against foreign vio- 
lations of their patent rights; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of the ad- 
ministrator of Ambrose Vasse, the petition of 
George Taylor, and the petition of the legal repre- 
*entatives of Alexander McCauley, asking indem- 
uly for French spoliations prior to 1800; which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, the petition of Thomas Dennis, late a sea- 
man in the navy of the United States, asking to | 
allowed a pension on account of injuries re- 
ceived in the discharge of his duty; which was 

referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of the 
register and receiver of the land office at St. Louis, 


and a petition of the register and receiver of the 


4 





Congress, if it can, to protect the memo- | land office at Palmyra, in Missouri, asking to be 


ive titles; which was referred to the Committee on 





| 


allowed commissions on entries of land under || 
bounty land warrants; which were referred to the || 
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Committee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. STURGEON presented the momorial of 
Henry Simpson, asking payment of a balance due 
for hia services as appraiser for the port of Phila- 
delphia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of James Van- 


en, asking indemnity for French spoliations prior 
to 1800; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Wm. 
H. Mariott, asking compensation for extra ser- 
vices while Collector of the Custéms for the port 


| of Baltimore; which was referred to the Commit- 
morials to the Senate, that a may be referred to || 


tee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of Wm. Duncan, 
deceased, and the memorial of Geo. T. Warfield, 
asking indemnity for French spoliations prior to 
1800; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the proceedings of the 
; Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, South 
| Carolina, in favor of the establishment of a branch 
| mint at that place; which were referred to the 
| Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BRIGHT submitted documents relating to 
the ciaim of B. F. Miller to compensation for 
medical services and losses in the late war with 
Mexico; which were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented the memorial of 
| the heirs of William C. Keene, an officer in the 
| last war with Great Britain, asking to be allowed 
| a pension for his services; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted documents re- 
| lating to the claim of the heirs of Wm. Vawiers, 
fiicer in the revolutionary army, to commut- 
| tion pay; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Revolutionary Claims. 

| Mr. CHASE presented a petition of citizens of 
| Cincinnati, Ohio, asking that the reports and de- 
| bates and proceedings of the Senate may be print- 
| 


















}ano 


| ed in phonetic character; which was referred to 
the Committee on Printing. 
| Also, the petition of citizens of Clarke county, 
Ohio, asking that the rates of postage may be re- 
duced and the franking privilege abolished; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Oitice 
| and Post Roads. 
Mr. COOPER presented seventeen petitions of 
| miners, laborers, mechanics, and others, citizens of 
| Schuylkill county, Pennsyivania, asking that the 
| tariff may be remodeled on the principle of ad va- 
| lorem duties and procection of domesuc industry; 
| which were referred to the Committee on Finance. 
| 


Also, four petitions from citizens of the State of 

Pennsylvania, asking that the spirit ration in the 

| mavy be abolished; which were referred to the 

Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, five petitions from citizens of different parts 

| of Pennsylvania, asking that corporal punishment 

in the navy be abolished; which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, a memorial numerously signed by citizens 
of the State of Pennsylvania, strongly urging upon 
Congress to place the officers and soldiers of the 
last war with Great Britain on the same footing, as 

| to pay and bounty land, with the officers and sol- 
diers who served in the Mexican war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

| Also, the memorial of the heirs-at-law of Rob- 
ert Cunningham, asking the payment of certain 

promissory notes issued by the Continental Con- 
ress; which was referred to the Committee on 
inance. 

Also, a memorial from merchants and other citi- 
zens of the State of Pennsylvania, asking the con- 
struction of a harbor on Reedy Island, in the 
Delaware river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted docu- 
5 relating to the claim of the clerks in the 








Adjutant General’s office for increase of compen- 
sation; which, with the memorial on the files of 
the Senate, were referred tv the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of the 
heirs of John Ross, and the memorial of the widow 
of T. Ring, asking indemnity for French spolia; 
ane rior to 1800; which were’ordered to lie on 

e table. 
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Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the peti- 
tion of John D. Sheldon, asking to be allowed ad- 
ditional compensation for services as assistant 
book-keeper in the office of the Third Auditor; 











| which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
David P. Barhydt, asking compensation for his 
services as an officer in the custom-house at New 


| York; which was referred to the Committee on 
c Commerce. 
nuxen, and the memorial of the heirs of R. O’bri- | 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of the mixed-blood Indians of the Menomonee 


| nation, asking the payment of the fund set apart 


for them by the treaty of the 18th of October, 
1848; which was referred to the Committee on In- 


| diar Affairs. 


Mr. D. also presented the petition of the late and 
present registers and receivers of the land offices 
at Dubuque and Fairfield, in lowa, asking to be 
allowed commissions on entries of military bounty 
land warrants; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. STEWART presented the memorial of 
Thomas R. Johnson, administrator of Rinaldo 
Johnson,and Sarah A. Nuthill, administratrix of 
Ann E. Johnson, asking compensation for a quan- 
tity of tobacco destroyed by the British in the 
year 1814; which was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 

Ordered, That the petition of William H. Topping, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims, 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, That the memorials and papers on the files o 
the Senate, in relation to the claim of Barclay & Livingston 
and others, be referred to the Committee ou Finance. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, 

Ordered, That the executor of Carlin Page have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. YULEE, 


Ordered, ‘That the petition and papers on the files of the 
Senate in relation to the claim of Gad Humphreys, and also 


| the petition and papers of James Edwards, be referred to the 
| Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, 

Ordered, That the papers on file in the Senate relating to 
the claim of the legal representatives of Moses Shepherd be 
referred to the Coinmittee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, 

Ordered, That the papers on the files of the Senate relating 
to the claim of Thomas Copperthwaite & Co., and the reso- 
lutions of the several State Legislatures on the subject of 
the distribution of the decisions of the Supreme Court, be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 

Ordered, That the papers of John Spencer, late receiver 
of public moneys at Fort Wayne, on the Giles of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, 


Ordered, That the papers of Joseph P. Williams, now on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Comraittee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
Ordered, That the petition and papera of Timothy P. An- 


| derson, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 


mittee on Patents. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mrs. Emeline 
Porter, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. : 

On motion by Mr. MASON, 

Ordered, That David A. Watson have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, 

Ordered, ‘That the memorial of Luther Bradish and others, 
asking that certain statistics may be collected tm connection 
with the census, be referred to the Special Commitiee on 
the Census. 

Oa motion by Mr. ATCHISON, 

Ordered, That Dr. J. Likins have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William Miller, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers, on the files of the 

Senate, in relation to May Williams, for compensation for 

perty destroyed by the Seminole Indians, be referred to 
the Committee of Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill to reduce the 
minimum price of the mineral lands in the Lake 
Superior district, in Michigan, and in the Chippe- 
wa district of Wisconsin, reported the same with-, 
out amendment. 
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Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- | On motion by Mr. SOULE, 
ing, to which was referred the motion to print the || 
meinorials of Frederick Dawson, James Schott, | 


and Elisha Dana Whitney, in relation to vessels 


furnished Texas before annexation to the United | 


Statee, reported against printing the same; which 
was agreed to. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. BENTON gave notice of his intention to 
bring in a bill proposing to the State of Texas the 
reduction of her boundaries, the cession of her ex- 


terior territory, and the relinquishment of all her | 
claims on the United States for a consideration to || 


be paid her by the United States. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. DOWNS, in pursuance of notice, asked 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing 
new selections of land in lieu of worthless sections, 


or sections of inferior quality, and for other pur- | 
ses; which was read a first and second time by | 


its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide for the unpaid claims of the officers and sol- 


diers of the Virzinia State and Continental lines of |) 


the revolutionary army; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. WALKER, in pursuance of notice, asked | 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill to regulate 
appeals from the trial of issues in the District of 


Columbia; which was read a first and second time || 


by ite tule, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill amendatory of an 


act entitled ** An act to provide for the payment of | 


horses and other property lost or destroyed in the 
military service of the United States,’’ approved 
3d March, 1849; which was read a first and second 
tume by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill in re- 
lation to donations of land to certain persons in 
the State of Arkansas; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. HOUSTON asked the Senate to take up 
and consider the resolution which was submitted 
by him on the 27th ult. 

There being no objection, it was taken up and 
rcad, as follows : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate all the official cor- 
respondence, since the 4th of March last, between the Gov- 
ernment of the United States and the military authorities 
stationed at Sania Fé; also, all the correspondence between 
the authorities of the State of Texas and those of the United 
States Goverument, relating to the boundary or occupation 
of the territory of Texas by the troops of the United States ; 
also, the reasous why the judicial authorities of the State of 
Texas have not been recognized by the military authorities 
at Santa Fé, 


Mr. BADGER. 
lution, except that the concluding clause assumes 
asa fact that the military officers of the United 
States have not recognized the judicial authority 
of the State of Texas. 

Mr. RUSK. Thefactis undeniable. Besides, 
there is no difficulty in the phraseology. If these 
facts are not as stated, the President of the United 
States can answer the inquiry. But I think the 
fact will be found that these officers have treated 
the country asa ceo. of the United States. 

Mr. BADGER. My friend does not take no- 
tice of the concluding words. It is not that they 
do not recognize the officers at Santa Fé ; but it is 
as if they refused to recognize them anywhere. 

Mr. RUSK. I think the honorable Senator 
from North Carolina has a wrong impression. 

Mr. BADGER. On examination I find that I 
was mistaken. 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was adopted. 


CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS, 


Mr. FOOTE submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over under the rules: 
Resolved, That two Chaplains of different denominations 


be elected to Congress during the present session, one b 
each House, who shall interchange weekly. ’ , 


THE CONGRESSIO 





pursuance of notice, | 


1 see no objection to the reso- | 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the causes of the | 


irregularity with which the mail service is performed be- 
| tween Washington and New Orleans, and to report on the 
| most effectual means of removing them. 
| On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
|| to return to the Senate the petition and papers of Horace 
|| Southmayd & Son, with a view to legislative action 
| thereon. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS. There are several resolutions | 


of inquiry upon the table, which have laid there 
some time; I hope the Senate will take them up in 
their order. They will not, | apprehend, give rise 
| to debate, and they can be disposed of before the 
|| Senate shall proceed to the special order. To ac- 


|| complish this object 1 move to postpone the con- 
| sideration of the resolution submitted by the Sen- 
|| ator from Michigan. 
The motion was agreed to. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the reso- 


| 


| BuRY,] which was submitted on the 24th ultimo, as 
| the first in order, as fullows: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 


| have heen removed from otlice since the 4th of Mareh last, 
| with a specification of the cases, if any, in which the offi- 
ters charged have had opportunity to be heard, and a state- 
|| ment of the number of removals made under each depart- 
|| ment. 


| Mr. PHELPS. 


I hope that resolution will not 
be pressed at this time. I move that it be inform- 
ally passed over for the present. 

Mr. BRADBURY assented. 

The motion was agreed to accordingly. 


APPOINTMENTS IN CALIFORNIA. 





| on the 27th ultimo, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to informn the Senate, as early as practicable, wheth- 
| er any person has been by him appointed civil or military 
| Governor of California since the 4th of March last; and if 
80, who has been so appointed, and what compensation has 
| been allowed him. 

Also, that he be requested to inform the Senate whether 
any agent has been appointed by the Executive, or any of the 
departments of the Government, and sent to California, with 
| instructions or authority to organize a State government for 
that Territory, or to aid and advise the people within its 
limits in such organization. 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
how the delegates recently assembled in California, calling 
themselves a convention, were elected ; by whom the qual- 


those qualifications were ; and by what law the time, places, 
and manner of holding said election was regulated. 


whether any census of the inhabitants of said Territory has 





‘And further, that he be requested to communicate to the 
Senate all orders, (written or verbal,) instructions or cor- 
respondence with any person as civil Or military Governor 
of California, or as agent on the part of the United States 
Government in California, 

And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 

whether any steps have been taken by the Executive, or any 
department of the Government, to assemble a convention in 
New Mexico, for the purpose of adopting a constitution and 
making application for adinission into the Union ; and if so, 
that he be requested to communicate to the Senate all or- 
| ders, instructions, and papers, in relation thereto. 
And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate 
| upon what ground he bases the opinion expressed in his an- 
| nual message of December 4, 1849, that the peuple of New 
Mexico will *“‘at no very distant period present themselves 
for admission into the Union.” 


Mr. DAWSON. I will move to amend that res- 
olution so as to include the preceding as well as 
the present Administration. 

r. MILLER. I hope the mover of that reso- 

| lution will consent to have it passed over informal- 
ly. It covers a great deal of ground. 

Mr. FOOTE. I beg leave to say to my friend 

from Alabama that I trust he will not yield to the 

| suggestion of the honorable Senator from New 


ersey. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I have no objection to an 
amendment of the latter part of the resolution, or 
to its being stricken out, but I shall make no mo- 


tion. 
| Mr. MILLER. I move that the latter clause 
| be stricken out. 

Mr. RUSK. I see no necessity for these words 
being stricken out. We need this information. 
There is a questipn of jurisdiction, perhaps, in- 
volved in this case. We are compeiled to believe 
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|| lution of the gentleman forom Maine, (Mr. Brap- | 


| 
|| laid before the Senate all charges which have been preferred | 
} or filed in any of the departments against individuals who | 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated the resolution | 
next in order to be that submitted by Mr. CLemens | 


ifications of the voters were fixed and determined; what | 


And further, that he be requested to inform the Senate || 


been taken; and if so, by what law, and under what au- | 


Jan. 7, 
| that there has been a government Ta 
ment establi 
| Santa Fé, under the direction of the > > 
| the United States; and it appears this has ~ 
| done in opposition to erat of the people le 
| seems to me it is proper that this question eh, 
' come before the Renate for our informatie 
|| for the information of the country. It is a “a 
|| question, and involves serious consequences,” ‘on 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I would suggest the pro 
ety of allowing this subject to pass over a dq “a 
| two. I made the motion to postpone the epecia 
order, that we might take up such resolutions a, 
|| would give rise to no debate, and I do not think , 
| would be right to move to postpone one debata. 
|| ble question and take up another. 
Mr. CLEMENS. here is another resolutio 
which the honorable Senator from Miszaisgi i 
_ says he shall call up, and which requires that the 
_ resolution should be previously discussed, on - 
count of the relation which it has to his. The 
resolution is before us, and I intend it shall te 
voted upon. I agree there is nothing in the rego. 
_ lution which we have nota right to demand. |; 
| asks for nothing which should not have been cop. 
tained in the message of the President. If that was 
what it should have been, this resolution wou|i 
not have been on the table. Had he submitted 
facts which his position required that he shoul 
it would not have been necessary to call for inform. 
ation. The resolution is intended for no partisan 
| purpose. I would as soon think of throwing q 
flaming torch into a magazine as of making a par- 
| tisan question of this matter. My attention was 
| called to the subject by the Governor of the State 
of Alabama. The people of that State believe a 
fraud has been practiced, and they call for inform. 
ation. Whata farce it is to say you oppose, and 
'| still do the same things which the Wilmot proviso 
Evo to accomplish. Are we to be treated 
ike sick children, who are induced to take the 
medicine offered them by giving the pill a coat of 
sugar? 

You will not pass the Wilmot proviso, but you 
| come here and pass the same principle which that 
| proviso involves; and, in doing so, you violate 
all precedents since the establishment of the Gov- 
ernment. And why will youdoit? Willasingle 
Senator get up and say that he would vote for the 
admission of that State were it not for the exist- 
ence of slavery in this country? Is there one here 
| who would be so reckless as to vote for the admis- 
sion of California were it not for the slavery cues- 
tion? Isay itis a matter which we ought to know 
| all about, and I intend to know all about it. | did 
not introduce this resolution as an assault on Gen. 
Taylor; but I will say that, though I care nothing 
for him as the head of a political party, [ do care 
for that portion of his followers whose interesis 
are identified with my own. [ make no war on 
him, save only when he makes war on the slavery 
question. I shall do all I can to harmonize in- 
'| stead of divide the feelings of different sections of 
| the Union. 
|| Mr. DOUGLAS. 





| 





| 








I shall be ready to vote for 
the most searching resolutions on this and many 
other subjects, when they come up, as I think, in 
a proper manner; but | do not think this resolu- 
tion should be pressed now; because the motion 
to postpone the special order of the day was made 
simply in order that such resolutions might be ta- 
ken up as would lead to no debate. I now feel 
constrained to move that this resolution lie on the 
| table and be printed. [ will be as ready as the 
| Senator from Alabama to take it up at a proper 
| time, and ask for the facts necessary to elucidate 
| the question. 
| Mr. FOOTE, Mr. BUTLER, and Mr. BOR: 
| LAND rose to speak, the motion to print being 
debatable. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I withdraw the motion 
print, and move that it lie on the table. 
Mr. FOOTE. I will offer an amendment that 
| it be printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. That motion is10! 


| Mr. MASON. I will submit to the gentleman 
| from Illinois whether he will not withdraw ths! 
motion. I think this is a question which shoull 
be debated. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 am ready for a debate 
the resolution, and a searching one; but | mus 
| say, as I before stated, that I do not think it would 
| be right for me to move to postpone one debatable 
| resolution and to take up another. 


i 
| 
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Mr. BUTLER. I call the gentleman to order. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. a not the gentleman | 
fom South Carolina call his friend from Virginia | 
to order when he asked the question ? 
Mr. BUTLER. I call the gentleman to order, | 
and | make no other reply than that I do it in ac- 
cordance with the rule of the Senate. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 
great pleasure. : st] 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
be on laying the resolation upon the table. 
Mr. TURNEY. I call for the yeas and nays 
on that question. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and were as 
follow: 


YEAS—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, | 
Bright, Chase, Clarke, Clay, Corwin, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Dayton, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Haintia, Jones, Man- 
pum, Miller, Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Shields, Smith, 
Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, Walker, and Whit- 

b—29. 
ONAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Borland, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Cass, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of lowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Downs, Foote, Houston, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Soulé, Stewart, Sturgeon, Tur- 
ney, and Yulee—29. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair votes in 
the affirmative. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 


1 will take my seat with 





COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


Mr. PHELPS. There isa matter of business 1 
which has been before the Senate for some time, | 


consideration of it. It was made the special order 
of the day for Friday last; but I yielded to the 
wish of the honorable Senator from Michigan, in 
the hope that his resolution would be one which | 
would not produce much debate. I deem it neces- 
sary now to take up the resolution which I offered | 
on the subject of the collection of the public reve- | 
nue, and, under the urgency of the case, I throw | 
myself on the indulgence of the Senate, and ask 1 
them to take up that resolution. 

Mr. DO‘TGLAS. I hope the gentleman from | 
Vermont will allow me to suggest that I think he 
will get at his object sooner by allowing us to 
take up the resolutions in their order. 

Mr. PHELPS. I think I have already given a 
pretty good example of courtesy, and that I am | 
not unreasonable in asking to return to the consid- | 
eration of the resolution which I offered. } 

Mr. BRADBORY. I hope the motion of the 
honorable gentleman from Vermont will not be 


and | have felt it my duty to urge heretofore the | 
| 


adopted. 1 understand that the best way to facili- 
tate business is to finish one thing ata time. The 
resolution of the gentleman from Michigan was 
under consideration when the Senate adjourned on 
Friday last, and if we proceed with the discussion | 
of that till it is finished, we shall finish our busi- | 
ness the sooner. The resolution of the gentleman | 
from Vermont is perhaps an important one to con- 
sider at a proper time, but I hope it will not be 
taken up now. 

Mr. PHELPS. I agree perfectly with the gen- 
tleman from Maine, that the best way to facilitate 
business is to do one thing at a time, and the mis- 
fortune is that I, in the first instance, gave way to 
accommodate the gentleman from Michigan. I am 
not disposed to waste time; but | do not think the 
interests of the country would suffer if those 
speeches with which we have been entertained 
had not been given. 1 hope, when the situation of 
the Treasury is considered, I shall be indulged in 
bringing this subject before the Senate. If there 
18 to be debate upon the resolution, the sooner 
that debate is brought on the better. I think we 
thall be as profitably employed in looking after 
the interests of our own country as those of Hun- 
gary or any other. 

Mr. FOOTE. I understand that, with the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, the question is simply one 
of rhetorical rivality as to whether the speeches on 
his resolution be better worth listening to—he 
intending to make the principal one—or those 
which may be made on the other question. It is 
= _— a question for me to settle. [Laugh- 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question will 
on taking up for consideration the resolution of 
€ gentleman from Vermont. 

—— being called for, there were ayes 24, 


So the motion was lost. : 


th 


THE 








SURVEYS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. Cass 
on the 27th ultimo, was considered and agreed to : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to fur 
nish the Senate, as soon as practicable, with cupies of the 
following surveys : 

Ist. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improv- 
—_ entrance from Lake Michigan to Maskegan Lake. 

2d. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improv- 
— entrance from Lake Michigan to Black river. 

3d. A copy of the report, plan, and estimate for improv- 
ing the entrance from Lake Michigan to Grand river. 


DES MOINES AND ROCK RIVER RAPIDS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. | 
| Jones on the 27th ultimo, was considered and 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for coutinuing the improvements of the navigation of the 


Mississippi river, at the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, | 


in said river. 


ABDUCTION OF REY. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Downs on the 3lst ultimo, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re~ 
quested to communicate to the Senate copies of all corre- | 
spondence that has taken place with the Minister of Spain 
in Washington, or the authorities of Cuba, or the American | 
Consul at Havana, or others, concerning the abduction of 
Rey, alias Garcia, from New Orleans, by the Spanisi Con- 
sul at that port, or by his procurement or connivance; to- | 
gether with the correspondence with the district attorney of | 
the United States for the eastern district of Louisiana, or | 
other officers of the Government in that St.te, and the in- 
structions given touching this affair. Also, copies of all the 
proceedings and testimony and arguments of counsel, if re 
ported to the Government, had and taken relating to it, be- 
fore Judge Bright and Commissioner Chew, and all the pro- 
ceedings had and reports made to the Government since that 
examination ; together with all the other documents, instruc- 
tions, correspondence, and other papers touching said affair 
in possession of the Government. 


REMOVAL OF JESSE B. CLEMENTS. 
The following resolution, subinitted by Mr. 
Turney on the 31st ultimo, came up for consid- 
eration : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish the Senate with copies of all the papers, 
a remonstrances, and recommendations now on file in 
any 0 
in office of Jesse B. Clements, late marshal of the middie 
district of Tennessee, and especially that he furnish copies 
of the following, to wit: 


1. A letter from a portion of the members of the bar and | 


citizens of Nashville. 

2. A letter from the Judges of the Supreme Court of Ten- 
nessee, which was also signed by Judge Maury. 

3. A letter from Judges Catron and Brown, judges of the 
Cirenitand District Courts of the United States for the State 
of Tennessee. 

4. A letter from the grand and petit juries of the Septem- 
ber term, 1849, of the Cireuit Court holden at Nashville; 
also the letter of the foreman of the said grand jury. 


5. Letters of 8. D. Freerson, Win. P. Martin, Tnomas 8. | 


Brenfort, one signed by Henry Alien and others, Judge Ca- 


hal; two letters written by ex-Governor N. 8. Brown, the | 
first directed to Allen A. Hall, and the second to the Presi- | 


dent of the United States; also a letter of John 8. Brien to 
Secretary Ewing. 

Mr. BELL. The principle involved in this res- 
olution is much the same as that contained in the 
resolution presented by the honorable gentleman 
from Maine. Ata proper time! shall have no 
objection to the introduction of these papers. The 
gentleman referred to is one of high respectability, 
to whose character I have heard no objection. I 
hope the resolution will not now be pressed. 

Mr. TURNEY. I conceive there is a wide dif- 
ference between this resolution and the one which 
has been postponed. That calls for reasons; | 
make no such call in this resolution. The whole 
object is to call for copies of papers now on file in 
the department, without calling on the head of any 
departmer: or the President himself for reasons. 
The object of the resolution is to place Mr. Clem- 
enta ina proper light before the public. It was 
said by the President, in one of his letters, that lie 
had no friends to reward and no enemies to pun- 


ish; chat in his appointments honesty, capability, | 


and faithfulness would be the tests which he should 
apply. Mr. Clements having been removed with- 
out specifications, the object of the inquiry is that 
the public may see from testimonials on file that 
he was not removed on account of any want of 
integrity, or want of capacity or of faithfulness in 
the discharge of his duties. In relation to the 
suggestion of my colleague, that the resolution be 

tponed a few days, [ shall make no objection; 
bat Shope it will be taken up in a reasonable time 


and acted on. I will agree that it may be passed 


over informally 
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the Departments, relative to the removal or retention | 








an 


If there is no ob- 


_ The VICE PRESIDENT. 
jection, it will be passed over. 
It was accordingly passed over. 


EXTINGUISHMENT OF INDIAN TITLE. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Doveras on the 31st ultimo, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making a i- 
ations for the extinguishment of the Indian title to that por- 
tion of the Territory of Minnesota which lies west of the 
Mississippi river; and also for the extinguishment of the 
Indian title to that portion of the Territory of Oregon which 
lies between the summit of the Cascade Mountains and the 
Pacific ocean; and also for the extinguishment of the In- 
dian title to that portion of California which lies between 
the summit of the Sierra Nevada or California Mountains 
and the ocean ; and also for the extinguishment of the In- 
dian title to the valley of the Great Salt Lake; and also fur 
the extinguishment of the Indian title to that portion of 
New Mexico which lies east of the summit of the Sierra 
Nevada or Rocky Mountains. And that said committee be 
further instructed to inquire into the expediency of layin 
off and setting apart a portion of the territory of the Unite 
States as one or more [ndian territories, within which the 
nen Indians may be permanently located and pro- 
tected. 


DRAWBACK ON EXPORTATIONS. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 


Puewres on the 4th instant, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the act enti- 
tled * An act allowing drawback upon foreign merchandise 
exported in the original packages to Chihuahua and Santa 
Fé, in Mexico, and to the British North American provinces 
adjoining the United States,”’ approved 3d Mareh, 1845, aa 
to allow the benefit of drawback upon goods exported to the 
British provinces by railroad. 


GRANTS OF LAND TO THE STATES. 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Benton on the 4th instant, was considered and 
agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘Chat the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
to inform the Senate of the number of acres of public land 
granted to different States for objects of internal improve- 
ment, and the amount of public lands originally coutained 
in such States respectively, and the number of acres neces- 
sary to make the grants to each State equal to the maximum 
quantity now granted tu the State which has received the 
greatest quantity. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced as next 
in order the following resolution, which was pre- 
sented on the 3d instant by Mr. Dickinson, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
inform the Senate whether, by himself or his assivtants, he 
has at anytime removed, or atteinpted to remove, before the 
expiration of the term for which he was commissioned, by 
the appointment of a successor, or in any other manner, and 
how, any deputy postmaster or postmasters, who held a 
pointments under the President of the United States, made 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, under and 
in pursuance of the law of Congress entitled “ An act to 
change the organization of the Post Office Department, and 
to provide more effectually for the settlement of the accounts 
thereof,” approved 2d of July, 1896 ; and if any such removal 
or removals have been made or attempted, that he specify 
the number, the names of the officers, and the offices they 
held respectively; and also that he inform the Senate 
whether in his own name or that of either of bis assistants, 
and which of them, he has appointed, or claims the author- 
ity to appoint, or attempted to appoint, persons to fill the 
vacancies thus created, and issued to them letters of appoint- 
ment, commissions, or either, and which of them, and 
whether more than one of each or either ‘as issued to the 
same appointee, and to whom or to what office or offices, 
and the reasons therefor; and that a copy of euch letters of 
appointnent and commission be furnished, if in his power, 
and if not, the substance thereof, including names, dates, 
and signatures; and further, whether he has attempted, and 
by what means, to enforce any such removal; and if such 
power of removal and appointment, or either, have been ex- 
ercised or attempted, that he further inform the Senate un- 
der and by virtue of what authority of law the same has 
been done or the right claimed. 


Mr. PHELPS. [| am not prepared to say at this 
time that I shail vote for or against this resolution; 
but I think it involves principles of some import- 
ance as well as some constitutional questions. I 
should prefer, therefore, that it be passed by in- 
formally for the present, that time may be afforded 
for its examination. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I[hopenot. Does the Sen- 
atur desire to oppose this inquiry? 

Mr. PHELPS. I mean to oppose it if it is un- 
constitutional. If, however, I shall become satis- 
fied it is proper, I ga shall not. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The resolution is merely 
an inquiry of the Postmaster General whether he, 
by his own act, or by that of his agents, has ap- 
pointed and commissioned postmasters required 
by law to be appointed and commissioned by the 
President and the Senate; and also whether he has 
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of inquiry. If there is anything improper or un- 
constitutional in this matter, it is certainly not in 
the terms of the resolution, but in the conduct re- 
ferred to by it. I wish, before saying more on this 
subject, to give to the Postmaster General ample 
opportunity to state whether these things are true 
or not. If they are true—if he has gone on remov- 
ing and appointing officers where he had no right 
to do so, it is fit that not only this body, but the 
American people should know it. I wish to give 


that officer the opportunity of saying for himself | 


what are the facts in regard to this matter, and || 
I hope, | 


this is what the resolution proposes. 
therefore, no opposition will be offered to it, but 
that it will be suffered to pass, so that the Senate 
may have an opportunity of providing, if they oc- 
eur through defective laws, against such occur- 
rences in the futare. 

Mr. DAWSON. Do I understand the Senator 
from New York [Mr. Dickinson] to avow here 
that the Postmaster General has been discharging 
duties which by law are required to be performed 
by the Executive? And does he by these means 
seek to ascertain whether the President neglects 


his duties, and then call it a mere resolution of in- | 
quiry? It is a direct attack on the Chief Executive | 


of the Government. If it is the duty of the Pres- 
ident, to which reference is had, why not call on 
him directly for information? 
Postmaster General, and ask him if he has on his 
own responsibility discharged the duties of the 
President, or whether he has usurped the Execu- 
tive power or not? I regard the resolution as one 
which is not calculated to promote that harmony 
and good feeling which should exist between the 
several departments of the Government. If, in the 
opinion of Senators, the President deserves their 
censure, let them attack him directly and openly, 
and not cone and insidiously. This resolution 
I look upon, although it may not, and I hope it 
was not so intended, as an indirect attack upon the 
President. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The resolution speaks for 
itself, and carries its intention on its face. My 
legislative experience—the little | have had—has 


taught me that it is ever better to send resolutions | 


Why call on the | 


} 





of inquiry directly to the persons who are sup- | 


posed to know something about the subject in re- 
gard to which information is sought. 

When information is desired from the Postmas- 
ter General, therefore, it is better to send directly 
to him, rather than to the President or to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. In regard to this matter 
the President is not supposed to have acted at all, 
or even to know anything concerning it. The 
resolution aoney asks the Postmaster General 
whether he has done certain acts, and if he has, by 
what authority? I am glad to see that this Admin- 
istration and the Executive have found so able a 
champion es the Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Daw- 
son.] The gentleman, in his zeal, seems to think 


a bare resolution of inquiry as to the conduct of | 


the Postmaster General an attack upon the Ad- 
ministration. If the gentleman finds attacks in 
such resolutions, and feels called upon to repel 


them on every occasion, his services, | apprehend, | 
will often be called into eee daring this ses- || 


sion. Nothing of the kind is intended by the reso- 


lution, and no one has the right—I mean parlia- | 


mentarily or with propriety—to impute intentions 
to a resolution that do not appear upon its face. It 
is very important to the Senate to know whether 
a certain class of officers shall be appointed by the 
President or by the Postmaster General. It is 
important to know whether that officer exceeded 
his powers, by mistake or otherwise. If the law 
is defective, it is important we should have it 
amended; and, above all, itis important to enforce 
a rigid accountability in these departments, and 
that, when asked, they should give information of 
their official acts. 
made to the resolution. 

Mr. DAWSON. My mode of attack is always 
to march directly up to the object aimed at. 1 
know the honorable Senator from New York is a 
distinguished lawyer, and he knows that the law 
presumes that every man does his duty till the con- 
trary is made to appear. The gentleman calls on 
a subordinate officer to learn whether the Presi- 
dent has done his duty. Would it not have been 





I do trust no opposition will be | 





|The only objection | should have to it is, that it | 


| suppose 
|| did so, as it would operate as a guide to the Post- 
| master General. However, if my colleague thinks | 
| that is not a serious objection to the resolution, 
| 1 hope Senators will allow it to pass to-day. 





| 


| sets a precedent for inquiries which are not onl 


|| resolution may lie over till an opportunity may be 


| any question between the Administration and its 


| abiding one, that a day will yet dawn on this Re- 
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made removals himself, or by his agents, required | better, would it not at least have shown a higher 


by law to be made by the Executive. I am pre- || degree of magnanimity, to have called on the Pres- 
pared to take issue with the Senator from Vermont, | 
or any other Senator who wishes to stifle this kind | 


ident and asked him if he had permitted a subal- 
tern to usurp his power? I repeat, with due re- 
spect to the honorable Senator from New York, 
that I do not think he has taken the proper mode 
to ascertain the course of the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make no issue with 
the honorable Senator from New York on this 
question, and, for the reason which | before sug- 
gested, I desire that the question may be delayed. 
I have not examined the resolution; it may be 
right; but in my judgment it will establish a pre- | 
cedent which we cannot entertain constitutionally. | 
I do not wish for the first time to adopt a resolution | 
which does not fall within our constitutional 
sphere. I have no objection to inquiries. [am 
informed, and I have no doubt of the fact, that the 
Postmaster General will be able to answer any | 
questions which the gentleman from New York 
may make. I have no idea that he has assumed 

owers belonging to the President or to this body. | 
t is not for the purpose of shielding him that I | 
make these remarks, and | believe he will meet 
the inquiries in a manner that will be satisfactory | 
toall. This resolution, in my humble judgment, | 


not constitutional, but which have the effect of an 
aspersion upon the President himself. 1 hope the 


had to examine it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have examined the resolu- | 
tion for the purpose of seeing if it contained any- 
thing objectionable, and | am satisfied that there is | 


no information demanded by it that it is not the || 


right, and which it might not be, under some cir- 
cumstances, the duty of any Senator to call for. | 


does not specify any particular instance of, or 
name any person or place in connection with, the 
violation of law. I should prefer that it 


Mr. HALE. I feel no particular interest in | 
assailants, nor do | know to what matters the 
resolution of the Senator from New York refers, 
but it strikes me there is something indecorous in 
it. It asks a public officer of the Government if 
he has not been guilty of a gross breach of duty, 
for which the Senate could punish him by impeach- 
ment or expulsion. This is a position in which I 
have no desire to place any man. As I said be- 
fore, | feel no great interest in the fight between 
the Administration and its assailants, or whether 
they come out point blank or quartering; but I 
have a hope, though it is not a very strong and 


public when there will be an Administration in 
power in which I shall feel moresympathy. I do 
not want now, therefore, to establish the prece- 
dent or example of the right and power of the 
Senate, by a solemn legislative act, to propound 
the question to a Cabinet officer, ‘* Have you not 





| started in the administration of your department 


in gross and palpable violation of the law and the 
Constitution ?’’ That, at any rate, is what the 
resolution amounts to in substance; or, in other 
words, it is asking him if the President is not such 
an automaton as to stand still and allow him to 
pull the wires. The resolution goes even further, 
and says: *‘ If you have done this, where did you 


| get the law to authorize you to do it—the Senate 


want to know it?” If such things as are here 
intimated have been done, it is subject for impeach- 
ment, and not of inquiry. If such flagrant and 


| fagitious conduct was perpetrated, it should be 


brought before the Senate in its judicial capacity, 
and it is also due to the people that the facts should 
be laid before the country. I am ready to ask for 
all the information that the Administration or any- | 
body else has to give, for I think information will 
not hurt the Senate. They are in need of it; not 
only on this but on many other subjects. But I 


them. I only desire to put in a prétest 


, 





experienced Senator who has made the move y 
by-and-by, when different men shall be a ™ 
here, this resolution shall not be a precedent tf. 
renewal of a similar course of conduct. = 
Mr. DICKINSON. I have yet to learn th 
my resglution is either indecorous or improper v~ 
gentlemen who have spoken to the contrary no. 
withstanding. Was it indecorous to ask the Post. 
master General whether he had made certain q 
pointments or removals? Why, my friend frome 
New Hampshire, (Mr. Haxe,] who speaks ee 
double capacity as a friend of this Administratioy, 
and also of the next one to come, and who insists 
that the passage of this resolution would be 
breach of decorum, calls on this Senate for an i 
| of impeachment, and for the removal from office 


of a high functionary of the Government. I make 
no such suggestions. I leave all that to the defend. 
ers of an Administration who seek to cover y 
at the very commencement of their career here 
their own conduct; who are unwilling a resolution 
should ask whether they have done certain acts 
_ I will not go so far. 1 will not pass judgment on 
these or any other matters until they are before me 
| But it is my right and duty to make the inquiries 
| I propose, with a view to legislative action. If the 
| laws are evaded in this particular, they should be 
amended; if they are violated, they must be made 
more stringent snd difficult of violation; and to do 
this we must have this information. 
But we are told we must not proceed. The 

cannot answer without criminating themselves, [f 
| there are other considerations which grow out of 
| it, | will not speak of them. I will leave it for 
oo friend, who speaks of parliamentary decorum, 
I have made no assault on this Administration, 
When I do, none of my friends on the other side 
shall seek for it in any indirection. Sir, | will 
strike with the point of my spear the shield of 
their Du Bois Gilberts. I think the resolution 
should be passed without debate. If everything 
has been entirely right, and there has been no vi- 
olation of law, it is all well. It is simply a reso- 
lution calling for information, such a one as I had 
a right to offer. I have had reason to believe that 
there has been a course of appointments in the 
Post Office Department not entirely proper, and I 
wish the Postmaster General to give an explana- 
tion of the subject. These are my reasons for of- 
fering the resolution. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have taken the opportunity 
still further to examine the resolution, and | agree 
with the gentleman from Georgia, that the inquiry, 
if properly made at all, could only be directly of 
the Executive. If there has been a violation of 
| law by one of the subordinates, 1 have no objec- 

tion to its being made public; but this resolution, 
without any preliminary charge, calls upon the 
subordinate to say whether he has been guilty of 
& gross usurpation of power or not. And the con- 
cluding clause asks him under what law he acted 
in so doing. The tendency of the adoption of the 
resolution is obvious. We are to have a long cor- 
respondence with the Postmaster General; for, 
certainly if he is arraigned before this body, he 
will have to be allowed his explanations. This is 
clearly not the proper course to pursue. The 
charge should be substantiated before it is thus cir- 
culated. Besides, for the information there referred 
to, the President is the proper source to apply to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. There are one or two rea- 
sons why the inquiry should not be made of the 
President. First, it is well understood that he 
leaves all these matters to the Cabinet. Another 
reason is, that he can know nothing of this matter 
except through the Post Office Department. Itis 
preferable, therefore, to appeal directly to the Post- 
master General. 

Mr. KING. I believe the custom has been to 
call upon the heads of departments for informe- 
tion only as to matters pertaining to their offices. 
This resolution calls upon the Pomaster General 
for information on a matter not pertaining to his 
office, but to that of the Executive. I am unwil- 
ling to enter upon so unprecedented a course as t0 
adopt a resolution of this character, ready and 








am opposed to putting in the shape of inquiries for || sirous as I am to get all the information that may 


information a gross attack on any of the officers of || be needed. 1 hope the Senator will suffer the res- 


this Government. 1 ask pardon of those more 
intimately connected with this Administration for | 
volunteering my humbe services in this matter, 
because the President has champions here who 
will not fail, even before the giganuc powers of the 





olution to lie over for the present. : 
| Mr. DICKINSON. I have no objection to its 
lying over, to give 
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! gentlemen an opportunity (0 
examine it; and should not have pressed the sub- 
ject to-day, had it not been attacked by the gentle- 
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